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Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 
you have not called 


CALL TODAY 


e Confidential wrestling news from every promotion! 
Results from all live ECW events including pay-per-views! 
Vote for the ECW Wrestler of the Year! 

Hear Joey Styles “shoot” from the hip! 





ST 
e 6 


This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary-dialed phones 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1.00 


Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 4729/4-98 
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7 Vince McMahon posed by 
» | Marty Rosengarten . 19 NOW HE TALKS ... BUT HE DOESN’T SAY ANYTHING: 
MoiManon I Fing by steve: Argintart WHAT’S REALLY GOING ON IN STING’S MIND? 
Sting by Brad McFarlin For about a year, he was silent, and we wondered what he could be thinking. Now he's happy 
and talkative again, but it'd be nice if he gave us some real insight into himself 
=; ee 22 PRESS CONFERENCE: BRET HART 
| “glee Not many people believe the “Hitman” is NWO Hollywood for life. Bret, however, insists he is. 
Walt Schmidt He talks about that and what his future holds 


24 VINCE Mc(MAD)MAN! 
HE’S CROSSED THE BOTTOM LINE ... NOW HE’LL PAY! 


PAGE 19 The WWF's TV ratings are back up again thanks in part to the presence of ... Vince McMahon 
on WWF TV. But the price to pay for boosting those ratings has been steep 


28 JUSTICE CARRIED OUT, TAZ-STYLE: 
“| BELIEVE IN ACTION, NOT THREATS!” 


What will it take for Taz to get a chance to be ECW champion? That's what Taz wants to 
know. He sent a message to reigning champ Shane Douglas that Douglas won't soon forget! 


32 BAD-ASS & ROAD DOG: 
THE MASTERS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL INTIMIDATION 


Two mediocre wrestlers whose careers were going nowhere found each other and changed 
themselves into the most dangerous team in wrestling. How did it happen? 
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4 BETWEEN FALLS 


Fat Chance; A Satisfied Customer; Give Benoit A Chance; Freak Show 


6 RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


Get your wrestling news and gossip here 


1 © FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 


The most important wrestling executive you've never heard of 


1 @ IN FOCUS by Dave Lenker 


Our editor-in-chief is just wondering about a few things 


16 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 


Time for the “Queen” to answer her mail 


| ! | 35 PWiI CLOSE-UP: KEVIN NASH 
I = . A complete career bio of the leader of NWO Wolfpac 


40 MEDIA DAZE 
Everything you need to know about HDTV 


4 2 THE STEEL CAGE by Dave Rosenbaum 


Do wrestlers really belong on TV talk shows? 
44 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett 


We proudly introduce a new columnist 


4 ARENA REPORTS 


Key match results from all over the world 


6O TIME CAPSULES 


An off-beat look at wrestling’s unusual past 


6 2 THE JAPAN REPORT by Mike Spillane 


We have plenty of news from the Orient 


63 THE MEXICO REPORT by John Molinaro 


What's going on south of the border 
64 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


The mat sport's most respected rankings 


66 RATINGS ANALYSIS 


ls Goldberg the number-one wrestler in the world? 


68 DRAWING BLOOD 


The unusual views of cartoonist Jason Conlan 


NEXT ISSUE ON SALE SEPTEMBER 8, 1998 | 70 HOT SHOT 
it ol scott Taylor should change his name to “Too High” 
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Can Chyna Succeed 
Where 
Michaels 
And 
= ee ~ Hunter | 
~~ Failed? | 


Hogue. “Wry dire Tied 23 
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Shawn Michaels failed, So did 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, But enn 
AAO Chy ma? Co Wh ele iy nal ner 
DX brethren couldnt? Could she beat 
sitet Ip Aust WAWE ayNlOre ect that (ety 
_ question in the September 1998 issue 


i 


of Puy 
Think aout it She looks TOUGH 
SHE acis Mean, and she was trained. by 
Killer Kowalski, Weuld ’Stone-Cald” 
ould he 


wrestle Chyna tentatively, or 
try-to “stun” her again? Itimight hea 
no-Win Situation forthe champ. We 


tought Chyna vs. Austin might make 
anintriquing matchup, but most of our 
fans Saw itd a no-cOntest, 
Wrote Melissa Fambealix of New 
“Ghynais a symbol of the 
werm nent of women. bumAUSIN AS 


ic 

“he's not the World champ for 
nothing. yvrote Ghet Link af Seattle; 
“Chyna looks strong, bubshe has never 
Competed against Saméone-as touan as 
hin’. She woultint came close to 
beating him.” 

"Chyna belongs arringside ina 
Dikini—ust like Sunny and Sable.” said 
Anthony Rarbester from Terre Haute, 
Indiana 
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A SATISFIED CUSTOMER 

I’m very enthused about PWI/’s new 
features: “Media Daze” and “The 
Japan/Mexico Reports.” Finally, I can 
have all the important news from these two 
great hotbeds of the sport in two concise 
pages. I am no longer forced to read a lot 
of “I heard ...” information that is found in 
other magazines. 

And what can I say about “Media 
Daze”? It’s fantastic! At last, I can see 
what is behind the glitz and glamour of the 
game now that I have a wider view of the 
total package. I think it is important for 
fans to know what could happen to our 
sport in the next millennium. 





Koji Kanemoto attempts to use a moonsault on a fellow 
Japanese star, Kendo Ka Shin. Reader Maurizio Cassani is 7 i 
happy to see that PW/ now includes news on the goings-on in heard, but I hope PRo 


the Orient in every issue. 






“Tethers ty ane a0 he Pa 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWi, 
See i piseviicte in vas S sue a | 

Thanks a lot, PWI! 
MAURIZIO CASSANI 
Milan, Italy 


GIVE BENOIT A BREAK 


I am writing this letter to ask for some 
help. I hope that even if you can't help me, 
maybe the idiots who run WCW will 
notice this letter. Chris Benoit is one of the 
last real wrestlers out there today. I know 
this because I was born watching wrestling 
and know what real talent is. 

Unlike the champions of today, Benoit 
doesn’t talk about wrestling or say how 
good he is or was. He goes out there each 
and every week and gets the job done. Pro 
wrestling is going down- 
hill because some wrest- 
lers would rather talk into 
a microphone and wrestle 
| once a month or so (if 
| we're lucky) than do even 
half the wrestling Benoit 
does, 

Still, WCW refuses to 
give Benoit what he 
deserves: a fair title shot. 
He’s beaten the “great” 
Raven. He’s taken DDP to 
the limit more than once 
and singlehandedly brought 
about the destruction of 
| The Dungeon of Doom. 

If I had the power to 
talk some sense into WCW 
|'and show them what 
| they’re missing, I would. 
| But I don’t, and that’s why 
I’m writing this letter. 

Benoit, it hurts me and 
the rest of your fans to see 
you get ripped off like 
this. Our screams for jus- 
tice will probably never be 
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The rolling German suplex has helped Chris Benoit 
beat Raven, but reader Marinos Constanii is still 


always been one of his biggest support- 
ers. He has always been an excellent 
wrestler, but all he does now is kick and 
punch. He is a shadow of the wrestler he 
used to be. 

I think Eddy should do what Dean 
Malenko did: take a break from the ring 
for a little while. Recharge his batteries 

and rethink his role in WCW. Eddy 
| Guerrero is too good to be losing matches 
| to Chavo Jr. and Ultimo Dragon. They 
are good, but he is better. He is young 
enough to start all over again. He needs 
to go back to the wrestling style that won 
him the ECW TV title and the WCW 
U.S. title. He comes from a famous 
wrestling family. Maybe they can help. 
MARCY BELL 
Wilmington, DE 


REMEMBER WHEN ... 

Bret Hart and Randy Savage, two of 
my most favorite wrestlers of all-time, 
must have been hit on the head too many 
times or have WCW-induced amnesia. 


waiting for the “Canadian Crippler” to get a fair title The two claim that they had never met 


match against somebody 


will speak for us and you. 
| MARINOS CONSTANTI 
East Rockaway, NY 


WHAT’S WRONG, EDDY? 

It was not so long ago that Eddy Guerrero 
was the WCW U.S. champion, but lately it 
seems like he can’t even buy a win. I don’t 
understand what caused his career to plum- 
met like this. 

All throughout his stay in ECW and even 
after he turned his back on his fans, I have 


in the ring before Slamboree *98. WCW 
has also stated that they had never met in 
the ring. 

As a wrestling fan for more than two 
decades, I can tell you that Savage and Hart 
had wrestled each other before on at least two 
occasions, the first one being on Saturday 
Night's Main Event, when the “Macho Man” 
prevailed before being hit upside the head by 
The Honky Tonk Man’s guitar. 

The second match occurred in Japan and 
was covered by PWI (“Machogate: Why 

(Continued on page 54) 


HE'S BACK! | 
ea ae 
| Beyond Hel a Reach! ¢ 





& NOVEMBER/1998a 9 








ILL GOLDBERG PINNED 
BB sine You didn't see it or 

hear about it on TV, but it 
happened in a one-on-one con- 
frontation on June 13 at Pitts- 
burgh’s Palumbo Center. 

After manhandling his scheduled 
opponent, Konnan, in less than 
three minutes, Goldberg grabbed a 
microphone and challenged Sting. 
Sting quickly accepted the chal- 
lenge, and after the local promoter 
made a telephone call to J.J. 
Dillon, chairman of the WCW 
Executive Committee and the 
match, the match was approved. 
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Unfortunately, several members 
of Raven’s Flock charged into the 
ring about one minute after the 
match began and attacked Sting. 
Goldberg watched for a moment 
and then cleared the ring of the 
interlopers. He turned his attention 
back to Sting, who was still a bit 
dazed from the attack. 

Goldberg quickly finished off the 
“Stinger” with a devastating “jack- 
hammer.” After the match, in a 
classy display of sportsmanship, 
Goldberg raised Sting’s arm and 
walked back to the dressing room 
with him. “| have the highest 


respect for Sting,” the U.S. champ 
told PW/ correspondent John 
Pithers. “You’re not gonna hear 
me talkin’ trash about Sting. | just 
wish The Flock would have stayed 
out of my business. | wanted Sting 
at 100 percent!” 

The following night at The Great 
American Bash, Sting showed no 
lingering effects of the loss, and in 
one of his best performances of his 
career, he pinned The Giant. 
Since Sting and The Giant, who 
had been WCW World tag team 
champions, were enemies, it was 
decided beforehand that the win- 
ner would get to pick a new partner 
with whom to share the tag team 
title. Sting wound up picking Kevin 
Nash. 

“| hated that dude for the 
longest time,” Sting said. “| mean, 
who would have thought that me 
and Nash would wind up on the 
same team? Well, the two of us 
are on the same page now. We 
both want to get rid of Hollywood 
Hogan and his NWO. Nash is top 
shelf with the ‘Stinger’! He’s got my 
full screaming endorsement!” 





Ken Shamrock and Dan 
Severn, former rivals in the world 
of the Ultimate Fighting Cham- 
pionships, have teamed several 
times in the WWF. What's unusual 
about their arrangement is that 
they don’t talk at all before or after 
their matches together. 

“We’re not friends,” said 
Shamrock. “Not even close. We 
both hate The Nation, and that’s 
the only reason we're teaming for 
these matches. If the promoters 
get rich by putting us together as a 
team, so be it. But no one ever 
said we have to communicate.” 

“We're always in separate 
dressing rooms before our match- 
es,” Severn, the NWA champion, 
added. “!] don’t even acknowledge 
him afterward. The only time we 
communicate is when one of us 
reaches out for a tag, and as far as 
I’m concerned, that’s about all the 
communication | want to have with 
Mr. Shamrock.” Both Severn and 
Shamrock told me that a match 
between them is imminent. 

Kenta Kobashi has beaten 
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Toshiaki Kawada to win the All- 
Japan Triple Crown ... Veteran 
Japanese star Kabuki has an- 
nounced his retirement. “! have 
had a wonderful career, but now 
it’s time to step aside for the great 
young talent in our sport,” the 34- 
year veteran said ... Tom Brandi 
has defeated King Kong Bundy 
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for the Int’l Pro Wrestling heavy- 
weight title ... Christian York is 
wearing the IPWA heavyweight 
belt after a win over Julio Sanchez 
... After suffering four concussions 
during a career that spanned 12 
years, Northern Championship 
Wrestling’s Frank Blues has 
retired. 


Harlem Heat, comprised of 
WCW TV champion Booker T and 
his brother, Stevie Ray, don’t deny 
that they are having a very difficult 
time getting along these days. 

“We do argue a lot of the time,” 
Booker confirmed, “but we ain’t 
gonna fight each other.” 

Added Ray: “J.J. Dillon and all 
these promoters have tried to get 
us to sign a contract to go against 
each other, but no way. | mean, it 
would be a great box office draw, 
and everyone would make lots of 
money, but me and Booker are 
family, so | won't fight him. | know 
you've heard guys say stuff like 
that before, like the Steiners. But 
l'd rather quit than wrestle my 
brother.” 

Ray says the arguments stem 
from the fact that Booker has got- 
ten too independent and lost some 
of his toughness. Booker contends 
that he’s lost nothing. “As a matter 
of fact,” Booker said, “! think I’m 
better now than when me and 
Stevie teamed regularly.” 

Tony Williams has been 
wrestling for six years, mainly in 
Southern independents such as 
the USWA. But when Power Pro 
Wrestling started up earlier this 
year, Williams decided to make a 
change—a name change. He 
began calling himself Kidd 
Wikkid. Well, the name change 
seems to have given him a much- 
needed boost. Back in the spring, 
Wikkid won a tournament to cap- 
ture Power Pro’s Young Guns tro- 
phy, which he calls “the greatest 
moment of my life!” 

Brian Christopher, however, 
saw to it that he couldn't enjoy his 
accomplishment for long. After 
wrestling Christopher, whom he 
once considered a good friend, 
Wikkid was shocked to see him 
break the trophy! “You wouldn't 
believe the laugh | got out of 
that,” Christopher said. “Too bad 
Wikkid doesn’t have a sense of 
humor. He’s taking this much too 


seriously!” 
That’s all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! al 
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PROM THE 


Stuart M. Saks 


HEN THE SPORTING 
VJ wer comes out with its 

annual list of the 100 
Most Influential People in Sports, 
very often there are a bunch of 
names near the top that invariably 
demand the question, “Who?” 
Everybody knows who Michael 
Jordan is, but how many know 
who Phil Knight is? 

lf we were to pub- 
lish a list of the most 
influential people in 
wrestling, of course 
Hulk Hogan, Vince 
McMahon, Jim Ross, 
and Eric Bischoff 
would be on the list, 
but so would a 
woman by the name 
of Bonnie Hammer. 
| Ever hear of her? 
Well, don’t be too 
| embarrassed if you 

haven't. Until a short 
time ago, | hadn't 
either. 

Hammer's official 
title is Vice President, 
Original Production 
and Current Pro- 
gramming for the 
USA Network and 
| SciFi Channel. As 
long as that title is, 
naturally it involves 
much than most of us 
are concerned with. 
With regards to pro- 
fessional wrestling, 
Hammer is the USA 
- Network’s executive 
in charge of the 
WWE. While the Bos- 
ton University alum- 
nus readily admits that she 
never saw an entire wres- 
tling card until she assumed 
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this role about a year ago and is 
just now beginning to pick up 
some of the nuances of the sport, 
Hammer's concerns lie far beyond 
Taka Michinoku’s latest aerial 
maneuver or who’s next in line for 
a shot at the World title. Her 
instincts for good TV tell her what 
the WWF needs in order to be suc- 
cessful on the USA Network, and 
she in turn tells the WWF. 

“The difference between now 
and say a year ago Is that the mar- 
ket has changed,” Hammer recent- 
ly told me during a telephone inter- 
view, “There's more of a stress 
on developing stars, better charac- 
ters, and storylines, rather than 
pushing shtick 
and aggres- 
sion.” 

We must for- | 
give Ms. Ham- . 
mer if she lacks © 
knowledge a- 
bout the history 
of this sport, 
particularly the | 
chapter in which | 
Vince McMahon 
revolutionized 
character devel- 
opment, but 
clearly one can- 
not argue the 
fact that the | 
WWF had de- 
clined badly | 
over the past | 
couple of years 
before a certain 
woman was _ 
brought onto the 
scene to review 
its television 
product. | 

“Immediately 
after | was given 





this assignment, | sat down with 
my staff and analyzed both the 
WWF's show and WCW’'s,” Ham- 
mer said. “Then | sat down with 
Vince and made suggestions on | 
many aspects of their show, 
including production. We review 
every show on an individual basis. 
There is a lot of interaction be- 
tween Vince McMahon, Kevin 
Dunn [who oversees production], 
and myself.” 

Hammer watched so much 
WCW wrestling in her first few 
months on the job, she probably 
was as familiar with the competi- 
tion’s stars as she was with the 
WWEF’s. She helped incorporate 
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some of what she 
saw on Monday Nitro. 

broadcasts, particularly 

TNT’s production values in lighting 
and sound. Since Raw Is War 
began to beat Nitro on a fairly reg- 
ular basis (and, presumably, made 
looking at the Nielsen ratings “tun” 
again for the challenge-starved 
Eric Bischoff), the pressure has 
been relieved to a great degree in 
the offices of Hammer and Mc- 
Mahon. Hammer no longer has to 
prove herself as the outsider look- 
ing in, and McMahon and the 
WWF were rewarded with a three- 
year extension by USA. 

To think, just a couple of 
months ago on these very pages, | 
wrote about the possibility that 
there could be problems in the 
future between the WWF and 
USA, based on USA’s axing of 
long-running Tuesday Night Fights 
and the unknown motivations of 
the network’s new owner, HSN 
Inc. 

“Believe me,” Hammer said, 
“we're thrilled with the WWF.” 

But, perhaps, maybe not all the 
time? There is that matter of walk- 
ing the fine line between ratings 
numbers and inappropriate televi- 
sion programming. Hammer knows 
all about that line, and while some 
objectionable language does occa- 
sionally slip through on Raw /s 
War, for the most part there Is an 
understanding between the WWF 
and the network as to just how far 
things can go. | 

“lf Vince Is going to try some- 
thing different, he will flag me,” 
Hammer said. “I’ve never come 
out and said, ‘Absolutely don’t do 
that.’ We'll discuss these things. 
They know what our parameters 
are on language, gestures, and 


showing aggression. We have a 
great relationship—no lip service. 
lf we ask for something—whether 
it's to tone down the sexual innu- 
endo or whatever—we get it.” 

My biggest concern, | told her, 


‘is that if the WWF is going to rely 
on shock value for ratings num- 


bers, it’s continually going to reach 
a point where what it’s doing is no 
longer shocking. At that point it'll 
be forced to push the envelope 
even further. “After a while, shock 
value becomes benign and no 
longer works,” she admitted. “But | 
don't agree that we rely on shock 
value. Vince McMahon has creat- 
ed an attitude that's a little dark, a 
little edgy, and a little fun. That's 
the strength of the product.” 

’'m also concerned, | told her, 
when the WWF pans its crowd and 


you see glimpses of young chil- 






dren holding up their 
middle fingers for the 
camera. Is the WWF's 
new attitude having 
an adverse effect on 
young viewers? 

“Let me tell you a 
story,” she said in 
response. “My hus- 
band was an avid fol- 
lower of wrestling when 
he Was a kid: He ended 
up going to Harvard for 
religion and philosophy. 
lt depends on the individ- 
ual.” 

Who knows? Maybe one %& 
day one of those kids flipping 
the bird on national TV will be 
President of the United States. At 
the pace Bonnie Hammer is going 
these days, maybe she'll be presi- 
dent of the USA Network. ie 


& NOVEMBER/1998 a 11 








BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the excellence 
that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW// 

_ is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


June 1983: Rick Martel In 1983: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centerfold: Cowboy Bob Orton. Plus: Midnight 
Rider-Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Slaughter- 
Wanz. 

June 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is 
Afraid To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Slater. Plus: 
Hulk Hogan, Magnum-ll, Patera & Blackwell-Riock 'n’ Rolls, 
One Man Gang. 

July 1964: Jimmy Valiant's Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogle Woogie!" Centerfold: Paul 
Ellering. Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, 
Sheik Al-Kaissie, Barry Windham, 

November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance To 
The Fans!" Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar 
Graham, Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & 
Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 

December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich, Plus: FAick 
Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs, NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness, Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “I Want Piper!”"—Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid, Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Fialr- 
Rhodes, Terry Gordy,Jim Garvin, Road Warriors, 
September 1985: Magnum T.A.; He's Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He's The Loneliest Man in Wrestling. 
Centerfold: Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich- 
Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 

October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

May 1967: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Toumey, Jim Cormette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von 
Erich. 

June 1887; Magnum T.A.'s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: 
Martel & Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. 
Plus: Hogan-Steamboat, Steve Willlams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. 
Plus: Road Wamors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Bamy Windham. 
June 1988: |s The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard, Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch |s Passed. 
Centerfold; Al Perez, Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammartino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 

November 1988: He's Back! But Is Savage's Bell Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 





Hyatt, Rock 'n' Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erch & Jessica McClure. 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title. 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Ahodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Aolls-British Bulldogs 

July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till I 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger, Plus: Steamboat-Flair, Dusty Rhodes. 


a Lali <ciek eit aa | 


1 SOLON CANTER OF BT 
Xana: (wrod Tot a 


ie 
(7 ' tlh na } 
LLUSTRATED | 


a 7] 





October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Page. 

November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate 
Warmor, Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner, 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA's 
Future Is in Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus; 
Brutus Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, 
British Bruisers. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: 
Bret Hart. Plus; Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni 
Adams. 

March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement "69 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. ’ 

April 1990: PW! Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centariold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jany Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Greal Muta. Plus: Piper-Ruds, 
Eric Embry, Rock 'n' Aoills, Sid Vicious, pain. 

June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita 
Koloff, Gomette-Rock ‘n’ Aolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson- 
Sawyer, boxers vs, wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 


September 1990; The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt 
Hennig. 

October 1990; Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Omdorf-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warnor, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This 
Is A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. 
Plus: Rude-Wartior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and 
power. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 
1991 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott 
Steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
Tom Zenk. Pius: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 247 
Centerfold: Arn Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Sieamboal, 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America's Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Sleiners, Simmons-Read, 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sot. Slaughter! Centerfold: Bran Pillman. 
Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger, Plus; Hogan-Slaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991: PW 500, Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. 
Pius: Fon Simmons, Johnny 6. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur. Centeriold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1991—The Year In Wresiling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement ‘91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair, 
Plus: Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. 
Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarratt & Fuller, Lightning Kid, 
Randy Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992; Exclusive PWI interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold; Dustin Ahodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Gactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Bes!—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Aic Flair, ; 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Wartior, Randy 
Savage, Sting, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992; The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
title controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 





December 1992: PWI500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993; New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achiavement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
Ta Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfuld: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Pius: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus; Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “! Can't Take It Anymore!" 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Sherri, revitalize the WWF. 
April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid, 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Braet, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sever, Ric Flair, Giant. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 
Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Xil. 
Centerfold: Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy 
Hart, Sting-Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 
September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 


7 oT hans Ne ins eet 4 


a i 
= || 


im By re inne 7 


press Coniorence: Teer Funk 
Why Piper & Fiar ee Fad agels & 





December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Underlaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
sting, Ahmed Johnson, Gol, Parker. 

Winter 1996 ienecisl Issue): PWI 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO's Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Centerfold: "Psycho" Sid, Plus: Krofiat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan, Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff 
Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 


May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson, Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

duly 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards ‘97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XIll, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger. 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Ils His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997: WWF-WCW Death Match: PWi'S Plan To 
Prevent Armageddon. Centerfold: Rob Van Dam. Plus: 
Debra & Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart. 
December 1997: Ken Shamrock's Deadly Climb To The 
Top. Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth. Plus: Perry Satum, 
WWF light heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 
Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PW! 500. Centerfold: Dean 
Malenko. 

January 1996: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The Aeal New 
World Order. Centerfold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson. 

February 19968: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 16- 
page Starrcade preview, Perry Satum, Oude Love. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year In Wrestling. 
1997 In Review, Achievement "97 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1998. 

April 1998: The DeGeneration X Debate: Will It Save Or 
Ruin The WWF? Centerfold: Ken Shamrock. Plus: Bret Hart, 
Undertaker-Kane, Melanie Pillman. 

May 19968: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It, But ... 
Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: 
Mare Mero, Taka Michinoku, Taz, Starrcade match-by-match. 
June 1996 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW! Poll. Centeriold: 
Steve Austin, Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg. 
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Ace a Year, | Beant myself permission to drop the 
fo pate a ins column and simply throw a lot of 
s andi Ri wuestions on a lot of different topics, 
tf vem a\lot more important than others. This 
yuestions. Maybe YOU.AN answer One or 


ver of broducing more wrestling 
MA ever produced before. | even 


ie 


‘for this annual column: 


By Dave Lenker 


sarn a shot at the WCW TV belt at 
ican Bash? Am | the only one who 
7 too steep a price to pay for a shot 
‘at the least important championship 
vin the federation? And did you 
notice that while they were in the 
middie of that series, Dave “Fit” 
Finlay defended the belt against, 
let's see, Brad Armstrong and 
Psicosis—two men who haven't 
won an important WCW match in 
months (at least)? 
*How could the entire WCW 
Executive Committee come to the 
conclusion that the best way to clear 
up the tag team title mess that was 
created when champions Sting and 
The Giant became enemies would 
| be to have the two of them wrestle a 
singles match at Slamboree .., and 
have the winner choose any partner 
he wanted? 
*Why does WWF Commissioner 
Sgt. Slaughter frequently ban The 
Nation and DeGeneration X from 
staying at ringside when one of their 
members is wrestling, yet takes no 
action when they inevitably come 
back in the middle of the match and 
interfere? 
OF mt & «lf Vince McMahon wants to see 
; vs someone (anyone) other than Steve 
Austin wearing the WWF World title 
belt, why doesn’t he just find some 
reason to strip him of the champi- 
onship? Would it be that hard? 
*Do Public Enemy’s Johnny 
Grunge and Rocco Rock own jer- 
seys of every National Hockey 
League team? | seem to remember 


Booker T ani Chris Benoit had to wrestle eight matches in May and June to deter- : | . 
mine which one of them would wrestle for the WCW TV title at The Great American them being partial to the Phil- 
Bash? What would they need to do to get a World title shot? adelphia Flyers for the longest time, 
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but at the June 15 Nitro, they wore New York 
Islanders jerseys. Oh, yeah, the card just happened to 
be taking place in the Nassau Coliseum, the Isles’ 
home building. 

«Considering how much talent WCW has on its ros- 
ter, what does it say about Jimmy Hart when only 
Hugh Morris and The Barbarian have sought out his 
managerial skills? 

eHow far has Vader fallen when he loses cleanly 
and decisively to Rocky Maivia (June 15 Raw) and 
doesn’t even seem that upset about it? 

eReally, what is the difference between the agen- 
das of NWO Wolfpac and those wrestlers loyal to 
WCW? 

«What is The Disciple’s job in NWO Hollywood? 
Hey, good thing he’s not a member of The Nation in 
the WWF. If Rocky Maivia told him, “Know your role!” 
he’d be rea/ confused. 

eAre you starting to miss the silent Sting, too? 

eDo you think it’s time for Terry Funk 
to retire, too? 

eHow much of an ego boost must It be 
for Bill Goldberg when fans chani, 
“Gold-berg! Gold-berg! Gold-berg!” dur- 
of the main events of Nitro and Thunder 

. even when he isn’t involved in them .. 
or sometimes even within 1,000 miles of 
the building? 

eHow much of an ego squasher must it 
be for the participants in the main events | 
of Nitro and Thunder when fans chant, 
“Gold-berg! Gold-berg!” ... even when 
Goldberg isn't involved in them ... or 
even within 1,000 miles of the building? 

«Did Mick Foley take a pay cut after 
Dude Love was fired from the WWF? 

eWill Bill Dundee’s son ever decide 
once and for all whether his name is J.C. 
Ice or Jamie Dundee? 

*Will Stevie Richards ever really 
leave the wrestling business for good? 

eWill wrestling fans’ obsession with 
The Ultimate Warrior ever disappear? 

«Should we give Steve Austin his 
Wrestler of the Year and Most Popular 
Wrestler of the Year plaques now or wait | 
for the formality of the actual voting? 

els Vince McMahon eligible to win 
Rookie. of the Year? 

eWill the WWF's European title ever be 
defended in Europe again? 

eWhatever happened to Shawn 
Michaels? 

*Why was Dean Malenko disqualified 
for using a chair against Chris Jericho 
at The Great American Bash (a decision 
that cost him the cruiserweight title) for the award. 


by PW/ readers? It could happen this year .. 


when less than an hour earlier, Perry Saturn was 
allowed to set up a chair in the middle of the ring? 

«How would small Southern independent federa- 
tions survive if there was no such thing as a National 
Guard Armory? 

eWill anyone ever fully understand the relationship 
between Randy Savage and Elizabeth? 

eHow gullible must Hollywood Hogan be if he 
actually believes Bret Hart will be his ally for more 
than a few more months (at most)? 

els the power bomb still banned in WCW? I’m 
almost certain that I’ve heard WCW broadcasters 
actually use those two words to describe a move used 
by a WCW wrestler at least once or twice in the last 
few months. Maybe it’s only banned in matches 
involving Kevin Nash ... and unless Dillon says it’s 
okay to use it for certain matches. 

elsn’t it ironic that this column is called “In 


Focus’? CJ 





What a are the chances of a 52-year-old promoter Seina: voisd Rookie of the Year 


. if Mr. McMahon is declared eligible 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 
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Dear Brandi, 

Vince McMahon has crossed the 
line. This so-called professional has 
overplayed his role as boss. Mc- 
Mahon’s antics have far surpassed 
Steve Austin’s. Austin was testing him 
to see how far he would go. Austin 
made a very good point in saying 
McMahon described his ideal champi- 
on as being like McMahon himself. As 
this point shows well, with his recent 
antics, McMahon has a WWE champi- 
on who is exactly like him ... whether 
he wants to believe it or not. And I 
know that a lot of people would agree 
with me. 

WENDY CALLIS 
dachick18@hotmail.com 


You can ridicule and boo Vince McMahon all you want as he does whatever it takes to 


Wendy: 

The difference between the two is 
that Vince McMahon is a man of 
integrity and generosity. He extend- 
ed the olive branch to “Sold-Out” 
Steve Austin when he captured the 
strap. Austin flipped him off and 
attacked him. Vinnie Mac is simply 
fighting the best way he knows how. 
Abuse of power, you say? Can you 
say “sole owner”? The only thing 
Austin was testing was his own abili- 
ty to be a hypocritical ne’er-do-well. 
A lot of people may agree with you, 
but those people are just lemmings 
following Austin off his career cliff. 


Queen Brandi, 

Now that Sting and Lex Luger have 
joined NWO Wolfpac, I am afraid that 
they will all turn away from rulebreak- 
ing. Seeing Kevin Nash coming to the 
ring smiling to the fans and being nice 
makes me sick. What is your opinion 
on the possibility of seeing Nash and 
Savage becoming good guys along 
with Luger and Sting? What do you 
think about WCW’s future? 

JACKSON CARNEY 
bruins98@juno.com 


Jackson: 

Kevin Nash breaks my heart. If 
you prick me, do I not bleed? I loved 
the NWO. I loved the concept and 
the execution. The rebel-rousing, the 





get the WWF World title belt away from Steve Austin. Just remember that Austin 
started this war, but Vince will end it his way. 





er 


chaos, and the Attica chants are 
what I will miss most. Now he’s 
changed his colors in more ways 
than one. Sting and Luger have only 
poisoned the pure water that was in 
Nash’s nefarious well. Now we are 
left with a tattered organization. 
One side is allied with WCW 
whether it knows it or not. So 
WCW ’s future is solid. It Just won 
the war. It split the NWO and 
rewarded half of the members with 
white hats. 


Dear Brandi: 

I was just wondering if politics 
have completely taken over wrestling 
as we know it. With all the talent and 
great contenders in WCW, every pay- 
per-view should have a WCW World 
heavyweight title match, and now that 
Hogan has the belt back, we may have 
to wait until Starrcade before he 
defends it. | would also like to say you 


Looking at Kevin Nash proudly standing beside Lex 
Luger and Sting is almost enough to make me ill. 
Maybe, just maybe, a little of the evil that dwells within 
Nash will rub off on Sting and Lex. | doubt it, though. 


are the queen of all there is 
in the wrestling world, and 
you will always be my 
champion, 

KEVIN PRESTON 


Kevin: 

Noble kiss-up attempt. 
It is duly recognized, my 
| subject. As Hollywood 
2 3 goes, sO go many big- 
named wrestlers. WCW 
would not be the organi- 
zation it is right now if it 
were not for his stroke, 
} even if Hogan is NWO for 
life. The so-called wres- 
tling rulebook simply 
does not apply to a man 
of his stature and influ- 
|} ence. Unfair? No. If 
wrestling was fair, then 
} columnists like me would 
not have any fun. 


Dear Brandi: 

The picture in the 
August 1998 edition of 
PW is not really of you. It 
is The Blue Meanie from 
ECW. I bet you thought 
you had everybody fooled. 
It’s a good thing I watch 
ECW so I can find out when some- 
body is trying to fool me. 

SCOTT MORTON 
Niagara Falls, NY 





Scott: 

Amazing. That thought actually 
escaped that vacuous noggin of 
yours. It just proves the old adage: 
You can fool some of the people 
some of the time, but you can’t fool 
Scott Morton all the time. Scotty- 
boy, you’ve truly got me over a bar- 
rel with this one. 


Dear Queen Brandi, 

What is your take on the war 
between the Big Two? I think it is 
ridiculous that Eric Bischoff chal- 
lenged Vince McMahon to a match on 
his own pay-per-view. Meanwhile, 
though, the WWE is bringing DX into 
WCW shows, and DX is trespassing 
on WCW property. In my opinion, this 
whole war needs to come to an end. As 


KPNEFD33@aol.com ; 


funny as | think DX is, it all needs to 
stop. | wish they would go back to the 
days when they pretended that their 
opposition never existed. 
TYRONE PROCTOR 
dxhhhsyxx@aol.com 
Tyrone: 

The key difference in this war is 
that Vince is acting as the general 
who is sending his troops to. war. 
You don’t see him perched out in 
front of CNN Center. Strangely 
enough, Bischoff is residing on the 
front lines with his chin out. Brave? 
Perhaps. Ill-advised? Probably. 
“Easy-E” keeps talkin’ about 
“Vinnie Mac.” Two words, Eric: 
free publicity. McMahon is not 
fighting back and has no intentions 
of starting now. Time to focus on 
those ratings, Eric. It used to be that 
all the great wrestlers were heading 
south. Now it looks like the Nielsens 
are heading north. C] 





Hollywood Hogan loves to hold that WCW 
World title belt above his head. When it 
comes to defending it, well, Hogan does 
what he feels like doing. It’s just the way 
things are. Learn to live with it. 
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ea 3 4 2 
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from the 90 shown. 
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Sting’s ultimate goal is \ = | 
to again beat Holly- ry 
WTeleleMalelet-l ap 1: 
oe 
« 
ry a NOVEMBER/1998 a 21 









































NWO Hollywood for life? That’s what Bret Hart says he is, and Hollywood Hogan must be delighted 
to have him as his partner rather than his opponent. 


RET HART HAS had a rough year. Just 12 months ago, he was on top of the 
wrestling world. The WWF World belt was wrapped around his waist, Owen Hart, 
Jim Neidhart, Davey Boy Smith, and Brian Pillman were by his side, and Shawn 
Michaels and Steve Austin were merely contenders he had turned away. 

But the bad times started when Vince McMahon saw to it that he lost the WWF title 
to Shawn Michaels at last November’s Survivor Series. Days earlier, news that Bret had 
reached an agreement with WCW leaked out, so the WWF owner made sure he couldn't 
take the belt with him. 

When Bret arrived in WCW after nearly 13 years in the WWF, the NWO came out in 
full force to recruit the five-time former WWF World champ. Meanwhile, Hart’s fans 
hoped that the new competitive scenery would compel the American-bashing Calgary 
native to return to his scientific ways. 

At Starrcade, it appeared Hart had made his choice. He not only cost Eric Bischoff his 
match against Larry Zbyszko, but struck again when he demanded that referee Nick 
Patrick’s alleged fast count favoring Hollywood Hogan over Sting be overturned. This 
allowed Sting to eventually win the WCW World title. 

In the months that followed, Hart loudly boasted of his brutal strike on the NWO. But 
on April 20, inexplicably, Hart interfered in Randy Savage’s World title defense against 
Hogan, putting the title belt back around Hollywood's waist. Now the NWO has frag- 
mented into factions headed by Hogan and Kevin Nash, and Hart finds himself at the 
side of another five-time WWF champ. 

Still, questions remain as to Hart’s allegiances. Why has the “Hitman” still not put on 
an NWO T-shirt? Why did he interfere in both Hogan’s and Bischoff’s matches at 
Starrcade only to align with their faction now? Why is Hart allowing himself to be 
phased out of the WCW title picture? 

To try to get some answers, PWI sent Dave Lenker, Dan Murphy, and Liz Hunter to 
the Hart family “dungeon” to hold court with the “Hitman.” 
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DAVE LENKER: Well, Bret, thank 
you for inviting us up to the famous 
“dungeon” where you, your family, 
and Brian Pillman got started in 
wrestling, although | still think it 
would have been easier for us to 
catch up with you a little closer to 
home. Before a Nitro card, maybe? 

LIZ HUNTER: Yeah. We could have 
met up with you, say, in Florida 
rather than Calgary. Do you guys 
ever get a summer up here or what? 
BRET HART: The three of you 
should count yourselves lucky that 


@G@I’m too good 
not to be the 
World champion 
sooner or later. lt 
will come in due 
time. I can beat 
anyone in WCW, 
and everybody 

knows it! % © 
you're getting a chance to talk to 


me at all, understand? We're meet- 
ing up here to prove a point. That 


point is that from here on out, tf 


you want to deal with Bret Hart, 
you're going to do it on my terms. 
If that means flying coach up here 
for a 10-minute chat, so be it. If | 
even agree to talk for that long. 
Anyone got any problems with 
that? 

DAN MURPHY: Hey, not me, Bret. 
I'm from Buffalo, and the weather's 
just fine by me. Anyhow, | guess my 
first question really has to be, and 
I'm not sure | can phrase it correct- 
ly, but: What in the world are you 
doing in the NWO¢! 

HART: You know, it took me a long 
time to learn this, but wrestling in 
1998 is a lot different than it was 
just a few short years ago. Look at 
what happened to me. | wrestled 
by the rules, | won matches on my 


own, and people started booing me 
out of the building. | got fed up 
with it. | realized you’ve got to put 
away the white hat and just con- 
centrate on getting the job done. 
When | came to WCW, I was out 
to correct a lot of the wrongs | 
saw. | had some problems with 
Hogan, but I’ve had a lot of time to 


reconsider my views on a lot of 


things, including jackals like Kevin 
Nash and Randy Savage trying to 
conspire to take the belt away from 
Hollywood. Now me and Holly- 
wood are a team, So no one is 


gonna do that again. 


LENKER: | still can’t believe that 
you and Hogan are on the same 
side. For years, you were one of 
Hogan’s biggest critics. You contin- 
ue to call yourself the best there is, 
the best there was, and the best 
there ever will be. 
HART: That’s right. 
LENKER: Well, what does that make 
Hogan? 
HART: Hollywood Hogan is the 
rightful NWO World champion. He 
is a legend in this sport. No one, 
but no one, is a bigger star than 
Hogan. What | say is that | am 
the best wrestler there is. 
Hogan is the franchise, the 
icon, the showstopper. 
HUNTER: Bret, | have to agree 
with Dave. When you were 
WWE World champion, Hogan 
said that you weren't good 
enough to lace up his 
boots. Now you're toeing 
the Hogan faction’s, 
company line. Is this 
some kind of trick? / 
Are you trying to get & 
into Hogan's good 
graces and then 
blindside him? 
HART: That’s 
never been the 
“Hitman’s” 
style, Liz. My 
friends are my 
friends, and I’m 
not trying to play 
on emotions to get 
to the top. I’ve always 
(Continued on page 58) 
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He’s Crossed The Bottom Line .. 
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Now He'll Pay! 


Vince MeMahon used to 
do a masterful job of 
balancing his duties as 
WWF owner and 
broadeaster. Now he 
thinks he ean be an 
effective corporate head 
while getting physically 
involved in WWF 


Matches. Wrong! 


By Harry Burkett 


HE SMIRK AND the swag- 
ger tell the tale. It is the 
story of a man’s transfor- 
mation from a controversial yet 
respected force in corporate 
America to a self-parody drown- 
Tale mminieanllel.an- (ale Manlig-melm@alcme) iia 
making. 
lt is the story of Vincent K. 
McMahon Jr. 
McMahon became the princi- 


a " 


ARTI qe ow 


pal owner of the World Wrestling 
Federation in 1982. He revolu- 
tionized wrestling in the 1980s by 
concentrating on the entertain- 
ment aspects of the sport rather 
than relying solely on athleticism 
to attract fans. His success was 
o}U TI au am telco |= ey-(amne)amalicm-le)iiavance) 


establish a solid wall betweene 


himself and the competitors in 
the WWF. 

McMahon, though, is a master 
at role-playing. For 15 years, he 


did a superb job of keeping his ° 


business responsibilities sepa- 
l(a ice) am alicme)cel-(eler-t-)liale me lUL ie 
Wrestlers never feared reprisal 
from Vince McMahon the micro- 
phone man. They said exactly 
what was on their minds, even if 
it ruffled their distinguished 
employer. 

But no one ever dared to cross 
McMahon in the boardroom, dur- 
Tale Pmexelanae-\ejamal=\e[e)dr-tle)a)-wmre) amie 
his attempts ‘to “enhance” the 
images of WWF superstars. He 
ate Waal: Wome e]=1>]pime (elele me) Mm Alalei-me)a 
the television screen, but he was 
always Mr. McMahon at Titan 
Towers. 

“Mr. McMahon has a wide vari- 
ety of talents; that’s why he’s 
such a complex man,” comment- 
ed Pat Patterson, a WWF execu- 





| Wy i wa 


tive who has proudly laid his 
body on the line for his boss in 
recent months. “Mr. McMahon 
was a great broadcaster because 
he knew the attention should be 
on the wrestlers, not him. Yes, he 
gave a lot of guys plenty of slack 
when he was the announcer. But 
no, sir, nobody ever had the 
audacity to insult Mr. McMahon 
personally ... until now. It makes 
me sick.” 

During the past year, insults 
have given way to assaults. Bret 
Hart slugged McMahon after his 
WWF World title “loss” at last 
year's Survivor Series. Steve 
Austin gave him a “Stone-Cold’ 
stunner” during a live Raw /s War 
broadcast at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden and has repeated 
the act numerous times since. 
The Undertaker choke-slammed 
Wied \V/Felale]amm [eh] qmel-Q\c-im oe] gle) amcomm aay) 
WWF's Over the Edge pay-per- 
view. 

In the meantime, McMahon 
has made an interesting discov- 
ery: TV ratings and ticket sales 
skyrocket when he is part of the 
mix. 

In terms of revenue and fan 
interest, McMahon knows he is 
‘ola cole- me leloromminiialemmr-lidare)elelanm) 
has come at a high price. Mc- 

















Chyna wasn’t sure what to make of McMahon's decision to appoint 
himself outside-the-ring referee (above) for the Austin-Helmsley match 
in Toronto (top right). When “Stone-Cold” was knocked down outside 
the ring, McMahon insisted he had nothing to do with it (right). 


Mahon’s involvement in the phys- 
ical side of the sport has eroded 
some of his credibility among the 
WWF's competitors. The 52- 
Ni=¥- Vere) (e lm o]ce)enle) (>) amar: tow el-lele) ante wre | 
target for men twice his size and 
half his age. 
Why are so many wrestlers 
Fe lale | avar- mY (el Ure lale) alee 
“People don’t like the way Mr. 
McMahon is starting to take charge 
around here,” said Jerry Lawler. 
“Just watch him. He struts to ring- 
side with that smug expression on 
his face. It's great! Personally, | 
think everybody's jealous of Mr. 
McMahon's new hairstyle. He’s 
stopped slickin’ back his hair and 
now he's going for the blow-dry 


——— 
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look. It makes him 
look 20 years young- 
er! Contrary to popu- 
lar belief, Mr. Mc- — 
Mahon does not wear 
a toupee. Mr. Mc- — 
Mahon and | used to 
FWelelpmr-Veloyelmnear-tar- i, 
the time!” 

WWF World cham- 
pion Steve Austin, 
McMahon's primary 
antagonist, has anoth- 
er view. 

i To) efole \aor- lal) t-1ple| 
that piece of trash because he’s a 
liar, a cheat, and even worse, a 


‘damn yella coward,” Austin ac- 


cused. “All this garbage started 


because Vince was tryin’ to load 
the deck all the time for his SO- 
called superstars like Bret Hart Full 
Shawn Michaels. He even went so 























far as to get Mike Tyson to help 
him out. Yeah, Vince knew what 


| he was doin’. It was a conspiracy if 


| ever saw one, but it ain’t gonna 
_ work when he’s dealin’ with ‘Stone- 
Cold.” 

Does Austin agree that 
McMahon has lost credibility 
among the wrestlers? 

“Damn straight he has. You 
can't go around hand-pickin’ your 
_ favorites when you're runnin’ a 

big federation like the WWF. 
That’s why guys like The Un- 
dertaker and Dustin Runnels 
can’t swallow it no more. But 
that’s the difference between me 
and them. | wouldn’t care if he 
was Mr. Rogers. | just don’t like 
the way he looks. I'd still stomp a 
mudhole in him and walk it dry!” 

McMahon has been walking a 
tightrope for almost a year. 
_ There’s no doubt he prefers his 
role as Mr. McMahon, the feared 
chairman of TitanSports. But the 
(=Tinle)ttdle]amme) ml alie|a mm t-lalale tom ele) (ales 
is too hard to resist. McMahon 
thought he could balance his 
responsibilities as WWF head 
with his new role as “corporate 
- bully” just as he had juggled his 
duties as owner and broadcast- 
er. By “entering the arena,” how- 


*" ever, McMahon is no longer the 
-» relatively objective observer he 


used to be. Now he iS a partici- 
pant, and that makes him a 
a o ee we ee 








As Helmsley tried to pin Austin, 
McMahon attempted to make the three 
count. It just doesn’t seem right that 
the owner of the federation is get- 
, ting this closely involved in 
the matches! 





Helmsley and McMahon trade words ... 
and it wouldn't be surprising to see the 
two of them in a full-scale feud before 
long. That says a lot about the state of the 


WWF these days! 
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physical target. 

“When Vince put on his cute 
little tank top and tried to act like 
a wrestler, he entered my world,” 
raved Austin. “This ain’t no 
boardroom with a private bath- 
room and a Perrier water cooler. 
This is ‘Stone-Cold’ Steve 
Austin’s jungle. That's why ol’ 
Vince is gonna have hell to pay!” 

McMahon can’t have it both 
ways. It's impossible for him to 
be a king and a pawn at the 
same time. Even if he owns the 
chessboard. | 
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weight belt back. He did so two 
months later, and save for a Six- 
week title reign by Bam Bam 
Bigelow last fall, he has held it 
ever since. 

Meanwhile, not once during the 
nine months Taz was TV champl- 
on was he even offered a shot at 
the heavyweight title. For nine 
months, he seethed over this. 
Even after Bam Bam Bigelow beat 
him for the belt, he seethed. 

Finally, Taz decided he couldn't 
contain his rage anymore. 

Both he and agises went into 











the May 3 Wrestlepalooza pay- 


per-view injured; Taz chose to sit 
out and let his injured arm heal, 
while Douglas was insistent on 
defending his belt. Some called 
that courageous; Taz called it 
oneupmanship. 

Taz attempted to steal the 
spotlight that night by confronting 
and attacking Douglas, but “The 
Franchise” rebounded to end the 
card with a gutsy—and success- 
ful—title defense. When the card 
was over, most viewers had all 
but forgotten about Taz; a major 


incident had become minor due to 
Douglas’ impressive achievement 
that night. 

“| gave it to him that night—| 
nearly took him out,” Taz said, 
“but all anybody wanted to 
talk about was that 
“ win over some freak 
and his mannequin head.” 
Meanwhile, Taz’s fury 
grows with every 
day that Douglas 
continues to hold on to 
the ECW title. As Douglas 
continues to nurse a myriad of 

serious injuries, Taz be- 
: comes ever more 
. unstable. He 
| feels that he’s 
“3 residing in the shad- 
ow of an inactive champi- 
on who is supposed 
> to be the ECW 
standard-bearer. 
“| go out and bust my 
[butt] night after night after 
. night,” Taz fumed, “and 
what do | get out of it? 
“> Nothing! In the mean- 
> time, Douglas gets 
to keep the title. 
Where's the justice in that?” 

Good question. Taz has 

decided to take the dis- 
pensing of justice into his 
own hands. He took an old 


' adage and gave it a new twist: “If 


you can’t beat ‘em, make ‘em 
think you’re joining ’em.” 

At the ECW Arena on May 16, 
Taz led The Triple Threat— 
Douglas, Bigelow, and Chris 
Candido—to believe that he would 
join them during Douglas’ ab- 
sence. The only caveat he offered 
was a promised title shot once 
Douglas was back in the ring. 

Taz, already wearing a Triple 
Threat T-shirt, symbolically raised 
three fingers in the air. Candido 
and Douglas immediately followed 
suit, while a hesitant Bigelow 
grudgingly relented. Then, when 
Candido and Bigelow were leav- 
ing the ring, Taz extended his 
hand to Douglas. When Shane 
foolishly went to shake it, Taz 










































locked on the “Taz-mission.” It took 
the remaining Threat members 
plus several referees and mem- 
bers of the building’s security team 
to drag Taz out of the ring and 
away from Douglas. 

“Douglas is a moron and a hyp- 
ocrite,” Taz ranted after the attack. 
“He wanted to believe so bad that 
| would watch his back, that | 
would be a part of his stupid 
group. | had to take action. | was 
tired of talking. | believe in action, 
not threats!” 

Taz knows that the shortest dis- 
tance between two points is a 
straight line. By confronting Doug- 
las and gaining his temporary trust, 
he succeeded in getting Douglas 
to let his guard down for a 
moment. That moment was all Taz 
needed to deal out his own form of 
brutal justice. While Douglas con- 
tinues to recover, Taz wants his 
every thought to be of what hap- 
pened on that May night at the 
ECW Arena. 

“| want to be in his dreams. | 
want to reside in his fat head until 
he can't take it and comes out to 
face me like a man,” he said. 
Fortunately for Douglas, Taz 


didn’t inflict any new injuries, but 
he did make Douglas’ existing arm 
injuries a little worse. 

Though Douglas did surprise 
everyone and wrestle in a tag team 
maich at the June 6 ECW Arena 
show, he isn’t expected to take on 
anything close to a full-time sched- 
ule until at least the fall. A decision 
regarding his championship status 
has yet to be made, but recent 
events lead everyone to believe 
that ECW will allow Douglas the 
luxury to convalesce. 

“If that had been me, ECW 
wouldn't hesitate to take that belt, 
and that’s a fact,” Taz said. “It’s all 
| heard when | was TV champ and 
got injured. ‘When are you coming 
back, Taz? You better defend the 
belt, Taz.’ But not for their beloved 

> ‘Franchise.’ Everybody's 















hy! ¥ 
eee Sl) 


seen me beat him before. This is a 
load of ...” 

He stopped himself in mid-sen- 
tence as he began pacing around 
the room. 

“Look, let's use some common 
sense here,” he continued. “lf 
Douglas isn’t man enough to face 
me, which ts what | want more 
anything, he should come out, give 
up the belt, and we’ll put it up in a 
tournament. If Shane is so tough, 
he should be able to win it back 
when he comes back, right? 

“All | Know is that Douglas has 
done nothing to deserve this spe- 
cial treatment.” 

While Douglas sits, Taz sim- 
mers. His frustration and anger 
grow with each passing day. And 
that’s scary news for everyone in 
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Two failing wrestlers 

overcame acrimonious splits 

with their former tag team 
partners to form the WWE's most 
imposing tandem. How did they do 
it? They made everyone else think 
twice ... and then think again 
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As The New Age Outlaws, “Road Dog” 
Jesse James and “Bad-Ass” Billy Gunn 
are amazing the wrestling world with 
their success! Who ever would have 
believed it? 
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| Madison Square Garden, Diesel needed only eight seconds to beat new 


1 1995 Royal Rumble... Michoels won the Rumble and earned a shot 


| eree Earl Hebner had been kayoed ... The next night at Raw, Vicious 
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ISU 
FORMER WWF World champion and four-time WCW World tag team champ, the 7’, 356- 
pound Kevin Nash is one of the most imposing wrestlers in the world . .. Played college 
basketball at the University of Tennessee before choosing a career in wrestling ... 
Arrived in WCW in 199] ... Briefly competed os Oz under manager Kevin Sullivan ... 
Competing as Vinnie Vegas, he never made an impact in WCW ... Entered the WWF as Shawn 
Michaels’ bodyguard in the spring of 1993 . .. Took on the name Diesel and immediately helped 
Michaels regain the Intercontinental title from Marty Jannetty ... Lost in a tag team match at 
the 1993 Survivor Series, but soon started scoring victories over lower level competition, indud- 
ing The Kid (X-Pac) . .. Showed his potential at the 1994 Royal Rumble by singlehandedly elim- 
inating seven men ina row ... Won the !-C title from Ramon on April 13 in Rochester, New York 
... Michaels was in Diesel’s corner and interfered, Diesel knocked down Ramon with a kick to 
the face, then executed his “jackknife” power bomb ... Jim Neidhart's interference kept Diesel 
from pinning World champion Bret Hart in a title vs. title match at King of the Ring on June 29, 
1994 ... Diesel and Michaels, denying rumors of internal problems, beat The Headshrinkers 
for the WWF World tag team title on August 28, 1994 ... The next night at SummerSlam '94 
in Chicago, Michaels’ interference cost Diesel the I-C belt against Ramon. Ramon ducked a super- 
kick and Michaels struck Diesel, creating a rift between Diesel and Michaels... They finally split 
up and vacated the title at Survivor Series '94 ... Three nights later at 





World champ Bob Backlund for the belt... It completed an omaz- 
ing eight months for Diesel in which he won the WWF's |-C, World tag 
team, and World heavyweight titles ... Battled Hart to 0 draw af the 


at Diesel at WrestleMania XI... Michaels later introduced Sid Vicious as 
his new bodyguard ... Diesel pinned Michaels at WrestleMania XI. 
Michaels hod pinned Diesel for 10 seconds earlier in the match, but ref- 


attacked Michaels, and Diesel came to his rescue ... Survived a power 
bomb and defeated Vicious at In Your House on May 14, 1995... But 
the power bomb had its effect: Diesel underwent surgery to remove bone 
chips in his elbow ... Was nearly crippled by Mabel, yet defeated Vicious in 

a lumberjack match at In Your House on July 23, 1995 ... Got revenge by beating and “jack- 
knifing” Mabel at SummerSlam '95 . .. Diesel and Shawn combined to win the WWF World tag 
belts by beating Yokozuna and Davey Boy Smith, who was subbing for Owen Hart, at In Your 
House on September 24 ... But WWF President Gorilla Monsoon stripped them of the fifle 


| because Diesel pinned Owen when Owen interfered ... Was ranked number one in the 1996 


“PWI S00" ... When Bret Hart's interference caused Diesel to lose by DO to Davey Boy Smith 


1 at In Your House on October 22, 1995, Diesel attacked Bret . ... Diesel lost the World title to Hart 
| at Survivor Series and vented his frustrations by twice “jackknifing” Hart and striking three ref- 


erees who tried to break up a postmatch melee ... Pulled referee Eorl Hebner out of the ring, 
thereby preventing Undertaker from pinning Bret at the 1996 Royal Rumble . .. Turnabout was 
foir play for Undertaker, who tore his way from underneath the ring, grabbed Diesel, and caused 
him to lose his cage match against Bret at In Your House on February 18, 1996... Announced 


| he would be leaving the WWF on June 6 ond had agreed to o three-year deal with WCW ... 


The Diesel-Michaels friendship appeared to end on March 17 at Madison Square Garden when 
Diesel pounded Shawn with a choir during a tag team match ... Diesel wos pinned by 
Undertaker at WrestleMania XII ... Whipped Michaels and power-bombed him through a table 
before losing to him in a no-holds-barred match on April 28, 1996... On May 27, Scott Hall 








Yeon 


arrived in WCW and warned WCW Senior Vice President Eric Bischoff that he would have to deal 
with him and two others .... One of those people turned out to be Nash, who joined Hall in an 
attack on Bischoff on June 16... Nash, Hall, and a mystery partner got set to wrestle Lex Luger, 
Sting, and Randy Savage at Bash at the Beach ... The mystery partner turned out to be Hulk 
Hogan, who showed up at the end of the bout... The New World Order wos born . .. The NWO 
unleashed a violent war on WCW. Hall and Nash attacked Amn Anderson, Marcus Bagwell, Scotty 
Riggs, and Rey Misterio Jr. with baseball bats one night ond hospitalized them all... Nash and 
Hall helped Hogan beat The Giant for the WCW World title on August 10 . .. On August 20, Nash 
and Hall rammed Luger into a ringpost, causing him to lose the WCW TV title to Steven Regal 
..« The NWO grew as Bischoff, Syxx, and Ted DiBiase joined ... Hall and Nosh stole Col, 
Parker's cane and used il to defeat Harlem Heat for the WCW World title ... Nash and Hall beat 
The Barbarian and Meng at Starrcade 96 when Nosh pinned Barbarian ... On the same card, 
Holl and Nash joined Syxx in attacking Dallas Page and costing him the U.S. title... The Steiners 
beat Hall ond Nash for the tag belts at Souled Out on January 25, 1997, but Bischoff ruled the 
victory invalid ... Team NWO, consisting of Nash, Hall, Hogan, and Savage, beat Team WCW 
and Team Piper at Uncensored on March 16... Hall took a sabbatical from WCW .. . Savage 
and Konnan replaced Hall in tag title defenses with Nash . .. A riff developed in the NWO, which 
resulted in DiBiase getting dumped ... Nash and Hall beat Piper and Ric 
Flair at the 1997 Great American Bash ... At Fall Brawl ‘97, Nash, 
Buff Bagwell, Konan, and Syxx defeated Chris Benoit, Steve 
McMichael, Ric Flair, and Curt Hennig in a “War Games” cage match 
thot saw Hennig defect to the NWO ... Nash tore right knee ligaments 
in a tag team title defense against Luger and The Giant and was side- 
lined for three months ... Syxx substituted for Nash and teamed with | 
Hall in losing the belts to Rick and Scotf Steiner on October 13... Hall 
and Nash regained the belts from the Steiners on January 12, 1998 ... 
Nash pinned The Giant at Souled Out on January 24 offer throwing hot | 
coffee in his face ... The Giant suffered a concussion in the match as | 
the result of a Nosh power bomb. J.J. Dillon, chairman of the WCW | 


a Executive Committee, then banned the use of the power bomb, and Nosh 


was fined $50,000 each time he ignored the order ... Lost the tog belts 
to the Steiners on February 9 in El Paso, Texas... Regained the belts from the Steiners in shock- | 
ing fashion at SuperBraw Vill on February 22. Scott turned against his brother, enabling Hall to 
score an easy pin ... Nash started teaming with Hogan . . . Got disqualified from his World title 
match against Sting on April 6 when Hogan interfered ... Couldn't believe Hogan cost him his | 
chance at glory ... Hogan and Nash beat Roddy Piper and The Giant at Spring Stampede, but 
during the match Hogan accidentally struck Nash with a baseball bat ... When Nosh refused to | 
roise Hogan's arm after the match, Hogan again bashed him with the bat, this time intentional- 
ly... Loter in the night, Nash power-bombed Sting, enabling Savage to beat him for the World 
fifle ... One night later, Nash interfered on Savage's behalf, but Bret Hart helped Hogan regain 
the World title . .. The battle lines within the NWO had been drawn: Hogan led NWO Hollywood, 
while Nash fronted NWO Wolfpac ... Bischoff reportedly pressured Hall to leave the Wolfpac. 
Hall, however, claimed, “Me and Kev are fighter than ever" ... Not quite: At Slamboree "98, 
Hall attacked Nash during their tag team title defense against Sting and The Giant. Hall then 
rolled The Giant on top of Nash for the pin and the belts ... Nash wes treated for a minor con- 
cussion ... When Sting beat The Giant for the rights fo the tag title af The Great American Bash, 
he chose Nash os his championship partner .... Nash’s feud with Hall could be one of the hottest | 
of the second half of '98. 0 
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GREATEST MATCH 

vs. Bob Backlund, November 26, 1994. Nash's one (and so 
far only) world heavyweight title victory couldn't have been any 
more decisive. The bell rang, Nash (then known as Diesel) kicked 
Backlund in the stomach, power-bombed him, and pinned him. The 
WWF title was his. Time of the match: eight seconds. His reign at the 
top of the WWF would last almost one full year. 





MOST HATED OPPONENT 

The Giant. Their feud began when both laid claim to being 
the real giant of the sport. Nash hates The Giant so much that 
after he injured The Giant's neck with a power bomb at Souled 
Out, he didn’t feel at all bad about it. In fact, he gloafed about 
it. And how much does The Giant hate Nash? So much so that 
he betrayed WCW and joined NWO Hollywood because he 
knows Hollywood Hogan shares his hatred for Nash! 
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Could things be any more confusing in WCW? | 
- HOGAN today. He’ll never admit it, but he has 
' lost sleep over it. Eight years ago, he suffered 


We don't just have the NWO, but NWO 
WOLFPAC and NWO HOLLYWOOD. Anda 


strong group of wrestlers is still loyal to WCW. | 


It's a good time to present our WCW Midyear 
Report. We'll let you know who’s doing well 
and who needs to improve as we recap the 

- first half of 1998 ... Okay, so THE 
UNDERTAKER is on STEVE AUSTIN’s side 
in the Austin- VINCE McMAHON war, but are 
there others who are just afraid to step . 
forward? What happens when they do? .., 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN answers questions 


about THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR in “Hotseat” 


All this—and much more—in the 
October 1998 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 








out 


ee 
a THE DABGEROUS DEM: CRY TFEAA TEEM HOT MO SEAT THEM! 2 


It’s a loss that still burdens HOLLYWOOD 


the one clean loss during the “Hulkamania” 
era in the WWF. THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
pinned him to win the WWF World title. 
Soon—very soon—he should finally get his 
chance for revenge ... Don’t miss our special 
“Dangerous Dozen” section in which we tell 
you all the reasons you should fear 12 of the 
top stars in the sport—and the best ways to 
beat them! ... Our “Dream Match” pits 
SHAWN MICHAELS against his old pal 
HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 


All this—and much more—in the 
October 1998 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars 





umn (September 1998), we were 

singing the praises of High 
Definition Television (HDTV). In 
this column, we'll answer many of 
the basic questions about HDTV 
and how it will impact the pro 
wrestling fan. 

What is High Definition Tele- 
vision? 

HDTV uses digital transmis- 
sion signals to present a picture 
that has about six times the res- 
olution of the current analog 
television. The pictures are 
much clearer and more lifelike, 
and the audio has five-channel 
sound capabilities. 

Will all digital television signals 
be broadcast in HDTV? | 

No. Many of the networks will 
broadcast Standard Digital TV 
(SDTV) signals during the day 
and HDTV during prime time. 
SDTV is better than the current 
system, but HDTV is far superior 
to either system. 

_ Why won’t the networks broad- 
cast in HDTV all the time? 

HDTV is more expensive to 
produce than SDTV. Prime time 
is where networks make most of 
their money (note how the best 
ratings for wrestling are during 
prime time, not Saturday or 
Sunday morning). So the net- 
works will start by broadcasting 
HDTV signals where it is most 
beneficial to them. Since the 
SDTV signal looks significantly 
better than that of the current 
system, the daytime signal will 
still be an improvement. 

Are there any other reasons 
why the broadcasters might use 
SDTV instead of HDTV? 

Aside from the cost of HDTV, 
they might choose to use it 
because an SDTV signal uses 
far less bandwidth than the 
HDTV signal. This means your 
local television station will be 
able to broadcast four SDTV sig- 
nals simultaneously. Thus, 
channel 3 might become chan- 
nels 3a, 3b, 3c and 3d during the 
day and broadcast just one 


| N OUR LAST “Media Daze” col- 
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The camera men will most likely still be out on the front lines shooting footage for 
Raw and Nitro a few years from now. But will you ever be able to watch these 


shows on HDTV? 


HDTV signal during prime time. 

Is there more than one HDTV 
system? 

Yes. There are two systems 
currently being implemented: 
720 progressive (which will be 
used by Fox and ABC) and 1080 
interlace (which will be used by 
NBC and CBS). The advantage 
of 720 progressive is that it is 
compatible with your computer. 
The advantage of 1080 interlace 
is that it has a better picture. 

So which is better? 

Actually, according to the 
Advanced Television Systems 
Committee, the best system will 
be 1080 progressive, but that is 
a few years away from being 
implemented. 1080 progressive 
should be compatible with your 
computer. 

lf | buy a HDTV set, will it be 
able to get all of these signals? 


Yes. The digital television 
manufacturers are required to 
make their televisions compati- 
ble with all the digital television 
systems. 

When can | expect to see 
HDTV? 

Television stations in the top 
10 U.S. markets will start broad- 
casting HDTV signals as soon 
as November. However, don’t 
run out and buy your HDTV set 
yet. First, the prices for HDTV 
sets will start somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $3,000 to 
$5,000. Second, there is not a 
set schedule of programs that 
will be transmitted using HDTV 
technology. While The Tonight 
Show has announced it will start . 
HDTV broadcasis next year, the 
amount of programming you will 
be able to receive in the HDTV 
format will be very limited for 





the next few years. Third, like 
any new technology, the first 
generation of HDTV sets will 
have its flaws. You are better off 
waiting until the price comes 
down and the glitches are 
worked out. 

Why will there be so little HDTV 
programming at first? 

Money. It costs more money 
to produce a program in the 
HDTV format. So the broad- 
casters will slowly introduce 
HDTV programs. Remember, the 
broadcasters will be simulcast- 
ing both digital signals and 
today’s analog signals for at 
least the next 10 years. 

Will digital television sets ever 
cost less than $3,000? 

Yes. The prices should come 
down to $500 to $1,000 by the 
year 2000. This will all depend 
on market demand, though. 

When can | expect to see wres- 
tling on HDTV? 

Not for several years. Per- 


haps never. Wrestling might. 


only be produced using SDTV. 
Why don’t they want to produce 


wrestling in HDTV? 

lt’s not that the WWF and 
WCW don’t want to produce in 
the HDTV format, but they might 
not make the decision. The deci- 
sion will be made based on a 
couple of factors. One, it will be 
up to the cable networks and 
local stations that carry wres- 
tling to decide if they want 
wrestling in the SDTV or HDTV 
format. If TNT and the USA 
Network want wrestling in HDTV, 
then wrestling will be in HDTV. 
You can bet that if the Monday 
night wars remain hot and one 
network decides to go HDTV, the 
other will follow. The other delay 
for wrestling will be tied to the 
actual cable systems. Right now, 
many cable television operators 
are upgrading their systems so 
they will be able to transmit 
HDTV signals. Exactly how long 
that will take depends on each 
individual system. It is very pos- 
sible that USA could transmit 
Raw in the HDTV format and 
your cable operator will convert 
it to an SDTV or analog signal 


THE MONDAY NIELSEN WAR 


Date 
| Raw 6/1 
Nitro 6/1 


4.4 
3.7 


Raw 6/15 
Nitro 6/15 


4.3 
4.0 


| = By 
Le?! Sy 
a L — F' 





Rating Households 
3.21 mil. 
2.72 mil. 


3.18 mil. 
2.95 mil. 


ye re 


Kane-Undertaker 
Nash/Luger-Hogan/Giant 


Kane/Mankind-Funk/Scorpio 
Savage-Page 


Cumulative (From 9/4/95): Nitro—3.44; Ra w—2. 90 


for a period of time. 

Will digital technology be a 
problem for Direct Broadcast 
Satellite (DBS)? 

No. DBS already uses digital 
technology. 

Will | be able to tape SDTV or 
HDTV wrestling shows with my 
current VCR? 

No. Today's analog VCRs will 
not be able to tape digital sig- 
nals. You will need to purchase 
a new VCR if you wish to tape 
SDTV and HDTV wrestling. 

Will | be able to play my old 
wrestling tapes using my current 
VCR on an HDTV set? 

Probably, but the picture 
quality will not be any better. 
Plus, because HDTV has a wider 
aspect ratio, there will be black 
bars on the sides of the screen. 

Will my old television be obso- 
lete? 

No. Even after broadcasting 
goes completely digital, which 
won’t happen for at least 10 
years, your old TV set will still 
be able to pick up digital televi- 
sion signals by using a convert- 
er box. The picture won't be as 
good as that of your HDTV set, 
but it will still be acceptable. 

Should | spend $1,000 to 
$3,000 on a big-screen analog 
television set today? 

You should probably save 
your money. While a big screen 
analog set will always work, 
even after the digital conver- 
sion, the picture will never be as 
good as that of HDTV. Analog 
sets do not have the capability 
to reproduce the picture the 
same way digital television sets 
do. You are probably better off 
waiting a few years before 
splurging for an HDTV set. 
Otherwise, you’ll spend a few 
thousand now and be kicking 
yourself when you don’t need it 
until three years from now, 
which is when digital should 
start booming. | 

If you still have more ques- 
tions, you can e-mail them to 
MediaDaze@yahoo.com. a 


& NOVEMBER/1998 a 41 





OUT OF PLACE. After Karl 
Malone got his butt kicked in the 
NBA Finals, I would have thought he 
had seen all he wanted of Dennis 
Rodman. Forget that idea. When 
Malone and “Diamond” Dallas Page 
came out to confront Rodman and 
Hollywood Hogan on The Tonight 
Show, host Jay Leno wasn’t the only 
oné whose (considerably large) jaw 
dropped in shock. 

Strangest thing I’ve ever seen. As 
you read this, Malone 
and Rodman will be 
getting ready for anoth- 
er NBA season (assume 
the labor dispute is set- 
tled), but it’s going to 
be hard to erase the 
image of Malone and 
Page tussling with Ho- 
gan and Rodman as 
Leno tried to get out 
from the middle of the 
fray. 

Favorite moment: 
When Malone began to 
demonstrate the “Dia- 
mond cutter” on Leno, 
I thought for sure | 
Leno’s neck was going © 
to fall off. 

Rodman came out 
first—he was the 
scheduled guest—and 
Hogan quickly fol- 
lowed and took over 
the conversation. 
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There’s this great thing about Hogan 
appearing with “normal” people in 
semi-normal situations: You realize 
how obnoxious he really is. How out 
of touch. People who think Hogan has 
changed since his good guy days in 
the WWE totally miss the point. 
Hogan hasn't changed at all. Not one 
iota. Selfish then, selfish now. Self- 
absorbed then, self-absorbed now. 
Obnoxious then, obnoxious now. 
Always the same Hogan. You're just 





booing him now, whereas you proba- 
bly cheered him before. 

When Hogan and Rodman sat 
together on stage, Leno had within 
inches of each other the two most 
annoying people in sports. So congrat- 
ulations, Jay. David Letterman coun- 
tered that night with Ellen Barkin, 
who recently had puppies. Meanwhile, 
on ABC’s Nightline, there were ciga- 
rette lobbyists. And decent people 
everywhere were smashing their TV 
sets in frustration. 

Hogan. Obnoxious. Rodman. Calls 
too much attention to himself. Page. 
Too big for his britches. Malone. 
Choke artist. 

I still haven’t figured out whether 
wrestlers like Hogan and Page 
appearing on talk shows like Leno’s 
is good or bad for the sport. Maybe 
we should just keep these people 
under wraps. 

As for NBA Commissioner David 
Stern, he had to figure he had a public 
relations problem on his hands. Let’s 
face it, folks, this wrestling sport of 
ours—it’s not always looked upon 
with favor. After all, we have WWE 
wrestlers cursing each other on cable 
TV, ECW wrestlers jumping off bal- 


Dennis Rodman and Hollywood Hogan as a tag team is quite a sight. But Dave Rosenbaum would 
rather see them wrestle than see them together on The Tonight Show. 


conies, scantily clad women who | 
look more like call girls than valets, | 
cheating refs, and men banging each | 
other over the heads with chairs and 
whatever other furniture is within 
their reach. These are not the kinds 
of things that decent people do. And 
have you seen any ECW T-shirts 
recently? 

Good grief, it’s like we’ve all 
crawled out from under a rock. And 
there were Rodman and Malone, the 
multimillion-dollar basketball play- 
ers, crawling out with us. 

WE INTERRUPT THIS RAM- 
BLING COLUMN TO BRING YOU 
A SPECIAL NEWS BULLETIN: 
ELIZABETH IS FAR PRETTIER 
THAN THIS REPORTER ORIGI- 
NALLY THOUGHT. 

That’s right, I’ve changed my 
mind about the lovely Miss Liz. My 
current opinion: She is a very good- 
looking woman. Always has been. I 
think she has used a lot of bad judg- 


ment in the last few years, and fF 
maybe I let what I thought of her | 
career choices influence my overall §& 


opinion of her. You know, one week 
she’s on Randy Savage's side, the 
next week she’s not. The next week 
... well, you get the idea. 

I’ve been much too hard on Liz 
over the years. She's been through a 
lot, and she still looks great. She still 
looks like she’s having fun, too. 

Speaking of Elizabeth, it’s a 
good thing Eric Bischoff didn't | 
appear on The Tonight Show. That | 
would have set wrestling back at 
least 50 years. And by the way, I’m 
not buying this whole thing she has 
going with Bischoff. It just doesn’t | 
work tor me. I don’t care if Liz is | 
70 years old—she can certainly do 
better than that. | 

On a related subject, Elizabeth 
seemingly doesn’t know what she’s 
talking about, or what words are 
coming out of her mouth. If I remem- 
ber correctly, when Liz and Randy 
- Savage had their most recent 
breakup, Savage told Liz, “I got over 
you a long time ago.” A few days 
later, Liz reminded Savage that she 
broke up with him. 

So. Big deal. Liz broke up with 





Okay, so Elizabeth isn't the easiest woman to figure out. Is she on Randy Savage's side, 
or is she out to make him miserable? Who knows? Rosenbaum has at least figured out 
that she has always been quite attractive. 


Savage, and Savage got over Liz. That 
makes sense. When did Savage ever 
claim otherwise? What’s Elizabeth 
talking about? 

Oh, well, maybe she can explain it 
to Jerry Springer, or Oprah, or Jenny 
Jones, or maybe Letterman. As for 
Leno, I don’t think we’ll be seeing 
any wrestling personalities on The 





Tonight Show for a long time. 
Although, come to think of it, Leno 
has already survived Hogan, Rodman, 
Page, and Malone, so maybe it 
couldn’t get worse. Maybe he'll invite 
Sable or Sunny to make an appear- 
ance. That might be interesting. 
Memo to Marc Mero regarding 
Sable: What is wrong with you? w 
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By Harry Burkett 


| now face the difficult task of living up to the high 

journalistic standards of my “Win, Lose, Or Draw” 
predecessor, Andy Rodriguez. Long-time readers 
nave become accustomed to Andy’s penetrating 
insight and no-nonsense analysis of wrestling. To 
Andy, the column was not about him—it was about 
the sport he loved. ) 

Our esteemed colleague 
will remain with PW/ and 
continue to contribute fea- 
ture stories, but he has 
decided to give up his | 
columns. I’m the lucky soul 
who has inherited this col- 
umn, as well as The 
Wrestler’s “Blindsided” and’ ‘Ftp 
Wrestle America’s “News- F 
line: WCW.” As you can 
see, I'm changing the sian- 
dards already. It’s been all 
about me so far. 

So will the rest of this Ff 
column. But | impart this 
biographical information 
just so you can better un- | 
derstand the prism through 
which | view wrestling } 
events and life in general. 

| grew up in a small 
town called Girdletree, 
located on Maryland’s 


SUPPOSE THE first column is always the toughest. 
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wasn’t much mischief to get into in Girdletree, an 11- 
year-old kid would seize every opportunity to be a 
rebel. That's exactly how | felt when | stumbled upon 
a show called Championship Wrestling in 1982. It 
was a WWF production, and Vince McMahon was as 
Suave back then as he claims to be now. Every 
Sunday at 1 p.m., | watched the daring exploits of 
Bob Backlund, Andre the Giant, Pedro Morales, and 
Magnificent Muraco. 

! soon branched out and began watching Mid- 
Atlantic Championship Wrestling, which aired every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. There, Jack Brisco, Rick Steamboat, 
and Jimmy Valiant fought evil-doers such as Roddy 
Piper, Sgt. Slaughter, and Paul Jones. | was hooked 
in a monih. 

Little did | know that another surprise waited around 
the corner. No, make that past the bread aisle at the 
local Safeway. That’s when | saw my first wrestling 
magazine, the April 1983 issue of /nside Wresiling. | 
quickly flipped the pages, wondering, Do they actually 
give the results of matches in here?! Indeed, it did. | 
grabbed the mag and ran to find my mother. But | 
knew the $1.50 cover price was rather steep. Until that 
day, plastic army soldiers had been my typical fare. 
Out of breath, | asked my mother, “Can | get this, 
pleeeeeease?” 

She looked at the cover of the magazine, which 
seemed harmless enough. On the bottom half, Ken 
Patera was battling Ivan Koloff and, in a smaller 
photo, Jimmy Snuka was aiming a fist toward Lou 

(Continued on page 46) 





Although it wasn't front-page news to mainstream America, new columnist Harry Burkett was 
crushed when Bob Backlund, one of his favorite wrestlers, lost the WWF World title to The Iron 
Eastern Shore. Since there Sheik in 1983. 
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WRESTLING GAME 


Champions of the Galaxy is wrestling’s classic game 
of the future! It’s a realistic, all-action game that gives 
you a chance to run your own wrestling federation! 
Each match takes place in real time and you can sched- 
ule all kinds of intense feuds, pay-per-view events, 
and killer special matches! 


YOU WANT BAD ATTITUDES? Do you think the WCW vs. NWO war is interest- 


ne | | ing? Then you'll love the GWF vs. CPC war that came 
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Do you think that ECW has wild, 
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played a FOUR WEAPONS OF DE- 
STRUCTION MATCH or a COSMIC 
CAGE MATCH! 
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Albano’s head. “Sure, go ahead and 
put it in the cart,” she said. | careful- 
ly placed the magazine away from | 
the frozen chicken so the pages | 
wouldn't get wet. 

Exactly one month later, | accom- 
panied my mother to the grocery 
store again. | went immediately to 
the magazine stand, snatched the 
May 1983 issue, and ran back to my 
mother. “Can you buy this for me?” | 
wheezed. She looked down at the 
cover, then frowned. “What’s 
wrong?!” | asked, going into a panic. 

She pointed at the cover. A | 
blood-soaked Buzz Sawyer had a > 
blood-drenched Tommy Rich | 
trapped in a side headlock. A small 
inset photo featured Kevin Sullivan 
in Satanic makeup with his eyes 
rolling back into his head. “What is 
this?” she asked. My face must 
have been completely blank. “All 
right, | guess you can get it,” she 
said, laying it in the cart—away from 
the frozen chicken. 

It was official. | was a certified 
wrestling fanatic. : 

About one year later, my best | 
friend, David Cherrix, started watch- 
ing wrestling. | always told David to } 
keep his magazines in mint condi- | 
tion so | could trade with him. It's 





something about those pre-teenage WWF World champ Steve Austin represents avecihing Bob Backlund fought ‘against 
years. Everything seems much when he was champ. Ironically, both wrestlers became mythical heroes to the young 


more important. For example, we 
couldn’t imagine what the world would be like if Bob 
Backlund didn't have the WWF title. What if he actual- 
ly jost to Superstar Graham, Buddy Rose, or Big John 
Studd? Armageddon would most certainly be at hand. 

| remember being in a funk when | heard that 
Backlund had lost the title to The Iron Sheik. | just 
didn’t understand. The storm clouds didn’t open up 
and swallow the sky. Dan Rather didn’t interrupt regu- 
lar programming for a special report. Nor did Ayatollah 
Khomeini proclaim a victory in the name of Allah. 

Life went on. My friend David and | endured the 
misery of “Hulkamania” throughout our teenage years. 
At that time, we were no longer cheering for the good 
guy. We didn’t care who took him out. Hulk Hogan had 
taken away all the things we had revered during our 
formative years. 
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fans of their generation. 


Now, as | see all the 12- and 13-year-olds present 
at WWF cards, | can’t help but wonder if these fans 
idolize Steve Austin as we did Bob Backlund. They 
probably do. Please don’t think that civilization is com- 
ing to an end. While it’s true that Austin’s cursing and 
badmouthing is part of his appeal, younger fans 
respect him because he represents the very best in 
his profession. In the decades to come, they will 
always identify “Stone-Cold” as one of their childhood 
heroes. His John Wayne, shoot-’em-up style will be 
forever ingrained in their consciousness. Yes, as 
strange as it sounds, these fans will always recall their 
pre-teenage innocence whenever they think of Steve 
Austin. 

And they will miss him. Just like | miss Bob 
Backlund. a 
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‘UNITED STATES 


CALIFORNIA 
ANAHEIM—WWF at Arrowhead Pond: The 


Headbangers defeat Los Boricuas ... 
pinned Kurrgan ... Bradshaw defeated Barry 
Windham ... Steve Blackman defeated Kama 
Mustafa ... The Undertaker beat Kane by dis- 
qualification ... World tag team champs The New 
Age Outlaws beat LOD 2000 ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Owen Hart ... World champ 
Steve Austin pinned Rocky Maivia. 

(05-16-98) 


Vader 


—Michael Cateris 


HAYWARD—All-Pro Wrestling Gym Warz at the 
APW Garage: El Chicano Flame beat Rick 
Turner... Frank Murdoch & Boom Boom 
Comini beat Kuame Kumoze & Jay Smooth by 
disqualification ... Tony Jones (with Michael 
Modest) beat Chris Ward ... Vic Grimes beat 
Erin O'Grady ... Vinny Massaro beat Boyce 
LeGrande ... Vic Grimes (subbing for an injured 
Michael Modest) beat Universal champ Maxx 
Justice (with Shane Dynasty) for the title ... 
Donovan Morgan beat Robert Thompson. 
(05-01-98) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


GEORGIA 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA Arena: 
Rick Justice, Teddy Hart, & Todd Zane beat 
Morphine, Toy Dotson, & Dave Bowser ... Adam 
Jacobs beat Bobby Hayes ... Chuckie Chuck & 
Frankie Frank wrestled Morphine & Bane to a no- 
contest ... Buff Daddy Norton beat heavyweight 
champ Woody Woodchuck for the title. 
(05-15-98) 

—Bill Needham 


MARIETTA—ECW Wrestlepalooza pay-per-view 
at the Cobb County Civic Center: The Blue 
Meanie & Super Nova beat Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido (with Tommy Rich) ... Justin 
Credible (with Jason & Chastity) pinned Mikey 
Whipwreck ... Tag team champs Chris Candido 
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& Lance Storm beat Mahoney & Axi Rotten ... 
Tommy Dreamer & The Sandman (with Beulah 
McGillicutty) beat Buh Buh Ray & D-Von 
Dudley (with “Big” Dick Dudley, Sign Guy 
Dudley, & Joel Gertner) ... Bam Bam Bigelow 
beat New Jack ... TV champ Rob Van Dam and 
Sabu wrestled to a 30-minute time-limit draw ... 
Heavyweight champ Shane Douglas (with 
Francine) beat Al Snow (with The Head). 
(05-03-98) 

—Frank & Dutch Krewda 


INDIANA 


INDIANAPOLIS—World Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at Spades Park: Indiana Kidd Jr. pinned 
Chad Collins ... Heavyweight champ Don 
Basher pinned Insane Wayne ... Johnnie 
Walker beat Drill Sgt. Nelson ... Billy Bart 
pinned The Bulldozer ... Rob Ramer pinned 
heavyweight champ Don Basher in a non-title 


match ... Big Red & Indiana Kidd Jr. beat T.J, 
Powers & Aaron Rogers. 
(05-09-98) 

—Harold Newt 
IOWA 


DES MOINES—WCW at the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium: Bobby Eaton beat Steve Armstrong 
... Ernest Miller beat Yuji Nagata ... Konnan 
beat Marty Jannetty ... Silver King & Juventud 
Guerrera beat La Parka & Psicosis ... 
Cruiserweight champ Chris Jericho beat Disco 
Inferno ... U.S. champ Bill Goldberg beat Perry 
Saturn ... Lex Luger beat Scott Norton ... Sting 
beat Scott Hall. 
(05-06-98) 

—Paul Andrews 


KENTUCKY 


LOUVISVILLE—Music City Wrestling at the 
Gardens: Frenchy Riviera beat Kenny Arden ... 
Trailer Park Trash beat Andy Anderson ... 
Brickhouse Brown beat Chris Michaels ... 


Steven Dunn beat Rob Conway ... The 
Colorado Kid beat Flash Flanagan. 
(05-12-98) 

—Justin Ramey 
MARYLAND 


ESSEX—MEWF at the Chesapeake High School: 
Mr, Destiny pinned The Ninja Warrior ... Danny 
Rose & Tom Brandi beat Bob Starr & The Honky 
Tonk Man by disqualification ... The Executioners 
beat Cody Daniels & Chef D.Z. Gillesple ... Light 
heavyweight champ Steve Corino pinned Adrian 
Hall ... A.J. Fritzoid beat Joe Thunder by disqual- 
ification ... Mitzi Million pinned Isis ... Mad Dog 
O'Malley pinned Kid America ... Agent Orange 
pinned Morgus the Maniac ... Lucifer pinned Cat 
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Burglar in a haircut match. After the match, Lucifer 
cut Burglar’s hair ... Marvelous Inc. beat The 
Misfits ... Nikolai Volkoff beat The Russian 
Assassin by disqualification. 
(05-16-98) 

—vJeff Amdur 


HAGERSTOWN—HOPWF at the House of Pain: 
Violator pinned Lawson ... Biggs pinned Red 
Thunder ... Tank Woodford beat Jerkface by 
disqualification ... John Rambo, Fumar, & Jack 
Hammer beat Prof. Egon Ecton & The 
Grungers. According to a prematch stipulation, 
The Grungers lost the tag team belts because 
Skank was pinned ,.. Flex Fenom pinned Brian 
Michaels .. - Violator pinned Latin Tornado .. 
Flex Fenom won a battle royal, 
(05-16-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


LANDOVER—WWF at the USAir Arena: Brad- 


shaw beat Barry Windham ... The 
Headbangers beat The Quebecers ... Jeff 
Jarrett beat 2 Cold Scorpio ... D-Lo Brown & 


Owen Hart beat Faaroog & Steve Blackman ... 
Goldust pinned Marc Mero ... LOD 2000 beat 
World tag team champs The New Age Outlaws 
by disqualification ... The Undertaker beat Kane 
by disqualification .,. World champion “Stone- 
Cold" Steve Austin beat European champion 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley (with Chyna). 
(05-02-98) 

—Ray Ney 


MASSACHUSETTS 


DUXBURY—NEWA/PLW/Ringside Wrestling at 
the Duxbury High School: Sonny Good Speed 
won a 20-man battle royal ... Boogle Night beal 
The Universal Soldier ... Half Nelson beat Tiny 
the Terrible in a midget match ... Johnny Royal 
pinned Sonny Good Speed ... T.J. Richter, 
Vertabreaker, and Don Juan Desanto wrestled 
to a three-way draw ... NEWA tag team champs 
The Wolverine & Danger Boy Alfredo beat 


Danny Cama & Rich Goulart ... Cody Boyns 
pinned Bob Evans. 
(05-22-98) 

—Chris Sanders & Al Travieso 


AMHERST—WCW at the Mullins Center: Hugh 
Morris beat Len Denton ... High Voltage defeat- 
ed Sick Boy & Billy Kidman ... TV champ Dave 
Finlay defeated Chris Adams ... Alex Wright 
beat Disco Inferno ... The Giant beat Kevin 
Nash by disqualification ... U.S. champ Bill 


Goldberg beat Perry Saturn ... “Diamond” 
Dallas Page beat Raven. 
(05-16-98) 

—Gary Faust 


SOMERVILLE—NWA New England at the Good 
Times Emporium: TV champ Vic Steamboat beat 
Bob Evans ... The New York Posse beat Joel 
Davis, Gino Martino, & Trooper Gilmore ... Jay 
Kobain beat Jay Jailette ... The Mercenary beat 
Curtis Slamdawg in a chain match ,.. King Kong 
Bundy beat Ralph Lano ... Joe Gulla beat Jason 
Rage ... Heavyweight champ Erich Sbraccia beat 
Maverick Wild ... Knuckles Nelson beat El 
Diablo ... Cruiserweight champ Tre beat Steve 
Morabito ... TV champ Vie Steamboat beat 
heavyweight champ Erich Sbraccia by disqualifi- 
cation ... The Brotherhood won a battle royal. 
(05-09-98) 

—Fich Palladino 


WAYNE—Northem States Wrestling Alliance at 
the Wayne-Ford Civic League: Tommy Starr 
defeated Onyx Dahmer ... Tex Monroe defeated 
Ox Harley ... Lance Diamond (with David 
Prazak) defeated Alexis Machine (wilh The 
Producer) by countout ... Larry Destiny defeated 
Johnny Keeno ... Madman Pondo defeated 
Angel in a mixed match ... Don Montoya defeat- 
ed Brian Fury ... Reckless Youth defeated Jimi 
VY... Adam Pearce defeated Twiggy Ramirez ,, 
Greg Valentine defeated Don Montoya .. The 
Honky Tonk Man wrestled Don Muraco to a no- 
contest ... Greg Valentine, Madman Pondo, & 
Adam Pearce defeated Reckless Youth, Lance 
Diamond, & Don Montoya. 

(05-22-98) 


ST. LOUIS—WWF at the Kiel Center: Skull & 
Eight-Ball beat Savio Vega & Jesus Castillo ., 
Terry Funk beat Marc Mero ... Bradshaw beat 
Barry Windham ... Rocky Maivia & Owen Hart 
beat Faarooq & Steve Blackman ... The 
Undertaker beat Kane by disqualification ... Jeff 
Jarrett beat Chainz ... Vader beat Quebecer 
Pierre ... World tag team champs The New Age 
Outlaws beat LOD 2000 ... World champion 
steve Austin beal Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 
(05-09-98) 


—Sam Farmer 


—Angel Bradley 

HEBRASKA 
OMAHA—WCW at the Aksarben Arena: Bobby 
Eaton beat Steve Armstrong ... Yuji Nagata 
beat Ernest Miller ... Konnan beat Marty 
Jannetty ... Silver King & Juventud Guerrera 
beat La Parka & Psicosis ... Cruiserweight 
champ Chris Jericho beat Disco Inferno ... Lex 
Luger beat Scott Norton ... Sting beat Scott 
Hall. 
(05-07-98) 

—Andrea Melntyre 


NEW JERSEY 


BORDENTOWN—World Wrestling Stars Alliance 
at the Derby Fire House: Diego Spice pinned 
Johnny Kashmer ... Troy Mest beat Angel de 
Muerta ... Bruiser Blackwell defeated Norm the 
Barfly ... Adorable Amadeus beat Maverick ... 
Ralph Soto pinned Sebastian Rose ... The Soul 
Brothers beat The Reckless Bullies ... Twiggy 
Ramirez defeated Crazy Ivan ... Tommy Cairo 
beat Manny Fernandez in a first-blood match ... 
Bad Attitude |, Lord Zieg, & Bobby Blake beat 
The Lost Boys & Karetaker ... King Kong 
Bundy pinned Behemoth (with Ox Baker) ... 
Madman Pondo defeated Ox Harley in a barbed- 
wire match. 
(05-23-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


LITTLE FERRY—NWA at Memorial High School: 
King Kong Bundy beat Rocco Dorsey .,. The 
Misfits defeated The Xtremists ... Mr. Puerto 
Rico pinned Keith Sheara ... Rik Ratchet beat 
Kevin Knight ... The Overweight Lover pinned 
Billy Reil ... Lupus beat Twiggy Ramirez ... The 
Overweight Lover won a battle royal. 
(05-15-98) 

—Michael J, DiMuzio 


MEW YORK 


BUFFALO—ECW at the Bert Flickenaer Center: 
Axl Rotten & Mahoney beat Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido ... Danny Doring and Chris Chetti 
wrestled to a no-contest ... Sabu beat Chris 
Chetti ... Justin Credible beat Jerry Lynn ... 
Bam Bam Bigelow beat Lance Storm ... TV 
champ Rob Van Dam beat Doug Furnas .,. Al 
Snow beat John Kronus ... Buh Buh Ray, D- 
Von, & “Big” Dick Dudley beat The Sandman, 
Tommy Dreamer, & Spike Dudley. 
(05-09-98) 
—Duich Krewda 
NORTH CAROLINA 
HIGH POINT—Alternative Pro Wrestling at the 
Training Center: Battle Cat beat The Russian 
Assassin ... Seek-N-Destroy beat The Ugly 
Twins .. _ Jeff Knotts beat Dream Warrior | by 
disqualification ... Tim Blaze beat Americas 
champ Rusty Allen to win the title ... Joe & 
Damien Storm beat tag team champs Heart- 


break X-Press in a non-title bout ... Rusty Allen 
won a 12-man battle royal. 
(05-23-98) 

—vJerry McNeill 


MOUNT AIRY—Virginia-Carolina Championship 
Wrestling at the Old Jones School: Sir Trix-A-Lot 
defeated Tiny Tim 
McBride in a chain match ... The Rock 'n' Roll 
Express defeated The Skinheads ... The 
Troublemakers & Brandi Collins defeated The 
Mavericks & Holly Michaels ... The Rude Boyz 
defeated Dynamite Doug & Chris Star ... The 
Hollywood Kid pinned Brian Gilbert in a 
weapons match. 
(05-23-98) 

—Frankie Sechrist 


REIDSVILLE—AIWF at the National Guard Armory: 
Johnny Reb beat Ultimate Phantom by cisqualifi- 
cation ... Cyclone beat Rap-M-Page ... Robert 
Roma & Neal Leathers wrestled Jumpin’ Jimmy 
& Gemini to a dovble-countout ... Phantom | beal 
Luscious Kevin by disqualification ... The Biker 
Outlaws beat The War Machines ... Don Carson 
won a toolbox brawl over Jackie Anderson, Steve 
Niles, and Good Ol’ Boy ... U.S. champ Brian 
Danzig beat Gemini ... Tag team champs Rick 
Deezel & Daniel Mayes wrestled Generation X to 
a double-disqualification ... Heavyweight champ 
Chainz beat Sweet Daddy. 
(05-23-98) 

—Andrea Mcintyre 


FOREST CITY—Eastern Wrestling Federation at 
the Armory: Zack Ruckus beat The Player by 
disqualification ... Billy Badd beat Kevin Kirby 
... Jay Eagle & Johnny Red Cloud beat The 
Black Dragon & Hunter Thompson ... Jeff 
Hamrick beat heavyweight champ The 
Grungemaster in a falls-count-anywhere match 
to win the title ... Chris Hamrick & Dr. Feelgood 
wrestled Crush & Ice to a double-disqualification. 
(05-22-98) 
—Dan Parris 
(Continued on page 50) 













.. Alan Rage beat Rob. 
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CHERRYVILLE—North American Wrestling 
Alliance at the High School: Gary Royal beal 
Flaming Youth .., Jason Freeman beat The 
Executioner .,. Mike Wray beat Jeff Victory by 
countout ... Buddy Shane beat Pat Beck ... 
Kane & Able Atoms & The Assassins won a 
four-way elimination match against Gary Royal, 
The Gladiator, Brian Steele, & Scott Sawyer. 
(05-16-98) 

—Dan Parris 


WILSON—Globa!l Championship Wrestling at the 
American Legion: Mike Shane beat Max Cortez 
by disqualification ... Tommy Greco wrestled 
Tony Sweet to a double-countout ... Tech-9 beat 
Spanky the Little Rascal ... Dan Cooley & Lady 
Killer beat C.W. Anderson & Keith Austin ... 
Backdraft & The American Dragon beat The 
Hell Razors ... Heavyweight champ Chris Starr 
pinned Rob McBride ... Demolition Ax pinned 
Wachee in a falls-count-anywhere match. 
(05-16-98) 

—Henry Dean 


WENDELL—Omega Pro Wrestling at Eastlake 
High School: Joey Matthews beat Christian York 
to become the Star Five unified champion ... 
Wolverine beat Black Skull ... Otte Schwanz 
beat Venom by disqualification ... Tag team 
champs Mike Maverick & Kid Vicious beat Roger 
Anderson & Frank Parker ... New Frontier champ 
Will 0’ the Wisp beat Kid Dynamo ... Heavy- 
weight champ Surge beat Cham Pain. 
(05-09-98) 

—Dan Parris & Allan Barrie 


OHIO 


MEDINA—Steel City Wrestling/MAPW at the 
Community Center: Mr. Insanity pinned Kid 
Collins ... Reckless Youth pinned Joey 
... Kurt Klexxon pinned Adam Pearce (with Dave 
Prazak) ... Steel City junior heavyweight champion 
Christian York beat Mike Quackenbush by sub- 
mission ... Don Montoya (with Stevie Richards & 
Cueball Carmichael) pinned Julio Sanchez ... 
Tom Brandi beat Steel City heavyweight champion 
“Beef Stew” Lou Marconi (with Notorious Norm) 
by disqualification ... Frank Stalletto pinned 
Cueball Carmichael to win the MAPW heavy- 
weight title ... The Pit Bulls beat Mark Mest & 
Viadimir Vampyre .. . The Bushwhackers beat 
Corporal Punishment & Jimmy Cicero. 
(05-23-98) 

—Jeff Gorman 


CLEVELAND—ECW at the Masonic Temple: Axl 
Rotten & Mahoney beat Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido ... Taz beat Chris Chetti ... Al 
Snow beat Danny Doring ... Ulf Hermann beat 
John Kronus ,.. Tag team champs Lance Storm 
& Chris Candido beat Mike Lozansky & Jamie 
Dundee ... Chris Candido beat Lance Storm ... 
TV champ Rob Van Dam beat Jerry Lynn ... 
Sabu beat Mikey Whipwreck ... Buh Buh Ray, 
D-Von, & “Big” Dick Dudley beat Tommy 
Dreamer, The Sandman, & Spike Dudley. 


(05-22-98) 

—Lynda Carson 
LIMA—Global Wrestling Alliance at Body- 
slammers Gym: T. Voeltz defeated Dexter 
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(Continued from page 49) 


Dementia by disqualification ... Larry Destiny 
defeated Armageddon ... Kitten won a light 
heavyweight battle royal to earn a shot at light 
heavyweight champion Jimi V ... Kitten pinned 
Jimi V to win the light heavyweight title, but was 
unmasked by Crusher Kline after the match and 
shown to be heavyweight wrestler Brian Fury. 
Jimi V thus kept the title ,.. Johnny Rayz beat 
Super Ninja tll ... Crusher Kline, Jimi V, & 
Kasey Thunder defeated Alexis Machine, Brian 
Fury, & Mr. Main Event. 
(05-09-98) 

—Andrew Ebbeskotte 


CINCINNATI—WWF at the Cincinnati Gardens: 
Skull & Eight-Ball beat Savio Vega & Jesus 
Castillo ... Terry Funk beat Mare Mero ... 
Bradshaw beat Barry Windham ... Rocky 
Maivia & Owen Hart beat Faaroog & Steve 
Blackman ... The Undertaker beat Kane by dis- 
qualification ... Jeff Jarrett beat Chainz ... Vader 
beat Quebecer Pierre ... World tag team champs 
The New Age Outlaws beat LOD 2000 ... World 
champion Steve Austin beat Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley. 
(05-08-98) 

—Mary Canterbury 


PENNSYLVANIA 


ERIE—Steel City Wrestling at Ainsworth Field: 
Junior heavyweight champion Christian York 
pinned Joey Matthews ... Big Neal the Real 
Deal pinned The Blade ... “Handsome” Frank 
Stalletto pinned Adam Pearce (with Dave 
Prazak) ... Tom Brandi pinned Corporal 
Punishment (Stevie Richards served as special 
referee) ... The Pit- Bulls beat Cueball 
Carmichael & Jimmy Cicero ... Reckless Youth 
pinned Mike Quackenbush ... Heavyweight 
champion “Beef Stew” Lou Marconi pinned 


Julio Sanchez ... The Bushwhackers beat Don 
Montoya & Viadimir Vampyre. 
(05-24-98) 


—Jeff Gorman 


ROSTRAVER—ECW at the Ice Palace: The Blue 
Meanie & Super Nova beat Tracey Smothers & 
Little Guido ... Al Snow beat Mike Lozansky ... 
Chris Chetti beat Danny Doring ... Ulf Hermann 
beat John Kronus ... Tag team champs Lance 
Storm & Chris Candido beat Ax! Rotten & 
Mahoney in a Jumberjack match ... Chris 
Candido beal Lance Storm ... Sabu beat Mikey 
Whipwreck ... TV champ Rob Van Dam beat 
Jerry Lynn ,.. Tommy Dreamer, The Sandman, 
& Spike Dudley beat Buh Buh Ray, D-Von, & 
“Big” Dick Dudley. 
(05-24-98) 

—vJodi Urbani 


STEELTON—Int'l Pro Wrestling at the I.W. Abel 
Hall: Christian York pinned Mark “The Shark” 
Shrader ... Don Rock beat Stu Braxton ... 
Dana Hinkle defeated Tommy Idol ... Paul 
Mitchell pinned Larry Brown ... Sky Shadow 
pinned Sweet Destiny .. _ Devon storm (man- 
aged by Dawn Marie) defeated Jimmy Cicero 
.. Johnny Graham pinned Rob Noxious ... 
911 & Corporal Punishment Il defeated 
Cueball Carmichael & The Original Corporal 
Punishment ... Tom Brandi beat Rocco Rock 


in a no-disqualification table match. 
(05-16-98) 
—Timothy A. Walker 


WIND GAP—Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling at the Middle School: Chris Krueger 
beat J.R. Ryder ... Woogie Brown, Pat 
Shamrock, & Dave Patera beat Joe Rules, 
Jihad Hussein, & Mr. Ooh La La ... Christian 
Cage beat Julio Sanchez ... Glen Osbourne & 
John Rock beat Armageddon & Jihad Hussein 
... Tag team champs Mike Quackenbush & The 
Inferno Kid beat The Nation of Immigration ... 
Heavyweight champ Tiger Khan beat Americas 
champ Lance Diamond (with Marlena) ... 
Chainz wrestled Flash Flanagan to a double- 
countout ... Joe Rules won a battle royal ... 2 
Cold Scorpio defeated Sexton Hardcastle by 
disqualification. 
(05-16-98) 

—Amanda Lochman 


PHILADELPHIA—Grande Wrestling Alliance 
“American Heavyweight Showdown Gym War" at 
the Power Pit: In a tournament to determine a 
new American heavyweight champ, first-round 
maiches: Alexi Taktarov beat Mikey Raw ... 
Rolling Thunder beat TV champ Ron Starr in a 
non-title match ... Atlas Rivera beat Jason ... 
Korky beat Jimmy Fierro ... Middknight beat 
Slayer .,. O-Dogg beat Eddie Bell ... Second 
round: Alexi Taktarov beat Rolling Thunder ... 


Atlas Rivera beat Korky ... Middknight beat O- 
Dogg. 
(05-10-98) 

—lzzy Aviles 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
GREER—Southern Carolina Wrestling at the 
Sports Arena: Blinky the Clown beat Robbie 
Kidman by disqualification ... The Psycho wres- 
tled The Prophet to a draw ... The American 
Sky Trooper & Randy Sanchez wrestled Mean 
Mark & Tank Murdoch to a no-contest ... Buddy 
Rose Jr. defeated Shane Sawyer ... Steve 
Stampede beat Mike Cannon by disqualification. 
(05-19-98) 

—Dan Parris 


COLUMBIA—New Dimension Wrestling at the 
Bombers Baseball Stadium: Scott Starr beat 
Apache ... Bambi beat Peggy Lee Leather for 


the ladies title ... Rick Morton beat Pez Whatley 
... Demolition Ax beat Bobby Fulton. 
(05-15-98) 


—Dan Parris 


NORTH CHARLESTON—WCW at the Coliseum: 
Ernest Miller defeated Yuji Nagata ... The 
Barbarian beat Bobby Eaton ... Perry Saturn 
defeated Dave Finlay ... High Voltage beat Sick 
Boy & Billy Kidman ... Chris Benoit defeated 
TV champ Booker T to win the title ... Dallas 
Page defeated Raven ... The Giant beat Kevin 
Nash by disqualification. 
(05-02-98) 

—Terry Highland 


GREENVILLE—WCW at the Miniciee Stadium: 
Emest Miller beat Yuji Nagata ... The Barbarian 
beat Bobby Eaton ... Perry Saturn beat Dave 


Finlay ... Billy Kidman & Sick Boy beat High 
Voltage ... Booker T beat TV champ Chris 
Benoit to win the belt ... Dallas Page beat Raven 
... The Giant beat Kevin Nash by disqualification. 
(05-01-98) 

—Eric Tanner 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
RAPID CITY—BBOW at the Rushmore Civic 
Center: Ced Man beat Doink ... The Gypsy beat 
Miss Lacey ... Action Jackson beat L.A. Steele 
... The Texas Warrior beat Masked Marvel ... 
Beautiful Bobby beat Little Cato ... Greg 
Valentine & Derrick Stone beat The Fabulous 
Freebirds ... Jake Roberts beat One Man Gang. 
(05-15-98) 

—Brett Wolfe 


TENNESSEE 


KNOXVILLE—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
the Holston Middle Schoo]; Tim Reed beat 
Bobby B ... J.T. Coleminer beat Big Jess ... 
Tag team champs Dr. Dan & The Orderly beat 
Don Lucas & Mike Powers in a hair vs. title 
match ... Tony Anthony beat Chris Powers ... 
Jeff Anderson beat heavyweight champ Jimmy 
Golden for the title. 
(05-16-98) 

—Bill Needham 


CLINTON—Volunteer Wrestling at the South 
Clinton Rec Center: Russell Taylor beat Kevin 
Acres ... Keith Hart beat Jason Lowe ... 
Stonewall Jackson & Bryan Worley beat K-9 & 
Sniper ... Tag team champs Scott Bishop & 
Gabe Casteel beat The Shogun Warriors ... Tim 
Reed and Paul Ray wrestled to a double-countout 
... The Mountain Man beat Joe McLain. 
(05-09-98) 

—Bill Needham 


MAYNARDVILLE—Tri-State Wrestling at the 
Tindall Building: Eric Love & Harley Long beat 
The Border Patrol ... Rugged Technician beat 
Eric Rose ... Jerry Thunder & Bubba Lynn 
wrestied E.F. & Alex Hutton to a double-cisquali- 
fication ... All-American Kid beat heavyweight 
champ Kalibus to win the title. 
(05-02-98) 

—Bill Needham 


VIRGINIA 


LYNCHBURG—Ultimate Championship Wrestling 
at The Fair by the James: Shorty Smalls beat Big 
Bubba Nuckols ... E) Projecto Uno defeated El 
Suicidal Nino ... Ladies champ Foxy Lady beat 
Phoenix ... Big & Beautiful beat tag team 
champs Anarchy Inc. to win the title ... Doink beat 
Mercenary of Mayhem ... Heavyweight champion 
Demolition Ax beat Sir Everett Devore. 
(05-22-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


SALEM—New Dimension Wrestling at the Salem 
Memorial Baseball Stadium: The Brute pinned 
Willy T. Bumpz ... Willy T. Bumpz pinned Roman 
Casanova ... Bad Boy Buck pinned Joe Kidd. 
(05-21-98) 

—Chris Plano 
WEST VIRGINIA 
NEW MARTINSVILLE—Atlantic Coast Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the Magnolia High School: 
Scott Simmons & Brian Blades beat The 
Bounty Hunter & Bob Brown ... A.J. Stomper 
beat Cousin Elmer ... Blackwolf beat El Guano 
Dos ... Buddy Rose beat Dave Donovan ... 
Scotty Blaze beat TV champ Col. Payne ... 


Lance Malinowski beat Brian Logan ... Tag 
team champs Death & Destruction wrestled The 
Dogs of War to a double-countout. 
(05-21-98) 

—James Hawkins Jr. & Joe Wheeler 


WHEELING—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Civic Center: The Breeze pinned The Russian 
Assassin ... Jimmy SnuKa pinned American 
G.l. ... The Bodyguard (with Ted DiBiase) 
defeated Robert Gibson ,.. Meng beat Ripper 
.. Italian Stallion beat heavyweight champ 
George South for the belt ... Eddy & Hector 
Guerrero defeated Black Angel & Super Ninja. 
(05-21-98) 

—Andy Nichols 


INTERNATIONAL 





AUSTRALIA 
VICTORIA—Australian Championship Wrestling 
al the Reggio Calabria Club; Bully the Brawler 
beat Desert ... Max Miller beat Joe Villa ... 
Italian Tank wrestled Mario Milano to a double- 
countout. 
(05-24-98) 

—Dutch Krewda 


CANADA 


TORONTO, ONTARIO—WWF at the Skydome: 
Light heavyweight champ Taka Michinoku beat 
Brian Christopher ... The Headbangers beat 
The Quebecers ... Kurrgan (with The Jackyl) 
beat D-Lo Brown ... Bradshaw beat Marc Mero 
... Intercontinental champ Rocky Maivia beat 
Faaroog by countout ... The Undertaker beat 
Kane by disqualification ... Jeff Jarrett beat Steve 
Blackman ... Vader beat Owen Hart by disqualifi- 
cation ... World tag team champs The New Age 
Outlaws beat The Disciples of Apocalypse ... 
World champ Steve Austin beat European champ 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley (Vince McMahon 
served as outside-the-ring referee). 
(05-23-98) 

—Sileve Arginitaru 


OTTAWA, ONTARIO—WWF at the Gore! Center: 
Light heavyweight champ Taka Michinoku beat 
Brian Christopher ... The Headbangers beat 
The Quebecers ... Kurrgan beat D-Lo Brown... 
Bradshaw beat Marc Mero ... Vader & Faarooq 
beat Kama Mustafa & Mark Henry ... The 
Undertaker beat Kane by disqualification ... Jeff 
Jarrett beat Steve Blackman ... European 
champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Owen Hart 
... World tag team champs The New Age Out- 
laws beat The Disciples of Apocalypse ... 
World champ Steve Austin beat Intercontinental 
champ Rocky Maivia. 
(05-22-98) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—NWA Canada at the 
Chalmers Community Glub: Iron Man beat 
Bobby Collins ... Darren Dalton wrestled Adam 
Knight to a draw ... Mike Myers & Caveman 
Broda beat Frankie Starr & Jackie Youngblood 
... Canadian Unified champ Vance Nevada beat 
Alex Rain ... Heavyweight champ Bobby Jay 
wrestled E.Z. Ryder to a double-countout. 
(05-14-98) 

—Vern May & Tony Condello 


HAMILTON, ONTARIO—WWF at the Copps 
Coliseum: Adam Copeland defeated Christian 
Cage ,.. LOD 2000 defeated The Quebecers ... 


European champion Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
beat Owen Hart ... Jeff Jarrett beat Steve 
Blackman ... Goldust defeated Marc Mero ... 
Bradshaw defeated Barry Windham ... The 
Headbangers beat Kama Mustafa & 2 Cold 
Scorpio ... Steve Austin, The Undertaker, & 
Faaroog beat Kane & The New Age Outlaws. 


(05-03-98) 
—B6ill Freeman 


JAPAN 


TOKYO—All-Japan at the Egg Dome: Satoru 
Asako pinned Yoshinobu Kanemartv ... 
Maunukea Mossman pinned Daisuke Ikeda ... 
Jumbo Tsuruta, Rusher Kimura, & Mitsuo 
Momota beat Masa Fuchi, Haruka Eigen, & 
Tsuyoshi Kikuchi ... The Headhunters beat 
Okumura & Tamon Honda ... Johnny Smith & 
Wolf Hawkfield defeated Jado & Gedo ... Akira 
Taue, Takao Omori, & Masao Inoue defeated 
The Gladiator, Tetsuhiro Kuroda, & Hideki 
Hosaka ... Steve Williams & Gary Albright beat 
Masahito Kakihara & Yoshihiro Takayama ... 
Giant Baba, Hayabusa, & Kentaro Shiga beat 
Giant Kimura, Jinsel Shinzaki, & Jun izumida 
.. dun Akiyama beat Hiroshi Hase ... Kenta 
Kobashi & Johnny Ace beat Stan Hansen & 
Vader ... Toshiaki Kawada defeated Mitsuharu 
Misawa to win the Triple Crown, 


(05-01-98) 
—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 





NOVEMBER 





FLORIDA 
MIAMI—NWA at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center: King Curtis defeated Rocky Johnson ... 
Cyclone Negro beat Terry Funk ... Roosevelt & 
Tom Jones beat Bob Roop & Roger Kirby by 
disqualification in an Australian tag team match ... 
The Masked Destroyer beat Mike George & 
Ervin Smith in a handicap match ... Abe Jacobs 
wrestled Rip Hawk to a draw. 
(11-26-75) 

—PW/I archives 


NEW YORK 

NEW YORK—WWF al Madison Square Garden: 
World champion Bob Backlund and “Superstar” 
Billy Graham wrestled to a double-disqualifica- 
tion ... Intercontinental champ Pedro Morales 
beat “Playboy” Buddy Rose ... Tiger Mask beat 
Jose Estrada ... Jimmy Snuka beat Capt. Lou 
Albano in a grudge match ... Ray Stevens 
defeated Chief Jay Strongbow ... Mr. Fuli beat 
Salvatore Bellomo ... Jules Strongbow beat 
Charlie Fulton ... S.D. Jones beat Swede 
Hanson by disqualification ... Tony Garea & 
Rocky Johnson beat Mr. Saito & Riki Choshu. 


(11-22-82) 

—6ill Apter 
INTERNATIONAL 
CANADA 


TORONTO, ONTARIO—NWA at Maple Leai 
Gardens: Lou Thesz beat Bulldog Brower ... 
Johnny Valentine & Jim Hady beat Martino 
Angelo & The Beast ... Giant Baba beat Tony 
Parisi ... Yukon Eric beat Tommy O'Toole ... 
Seaman Art Thomas beat Fred Atkins by dis- 
qualification ... Lorenzo Parente and The 
Destroyer wrestled to a 20-minute time-limit draw. 


(11-15-64) 
—PW!/ archives 
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Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 | [HOURS “onday- Friday “9 a.m. p.m. €ST|| , 4,055, FIGURES Inc. 
PAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


Closed Sunday P.O. Box 19482, eeeees RI 02919 
VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http:/www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com — 


NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS | CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
\') oys BW line jan ures a5eo On Some 
of the most popular WWE Superstars. Each figura has a “Bone Crunching THESE BELTS FIT THE PE ACTION 
Sound” when posed. These action figuras are 6” tall. ALL JAKKS FIGURES FIGURES LINES: 
ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: ° WWF LIN B inch Wresting Fagsres from 1984-1089 

WWF Hasina 4 inch figures fram 1990-1985 


1st Series 
Undortsker #1 « Shawn Michaals #1 (Bive Pants) WHF Jolin 6 inuch Figures from 19605-1997 
WWF Jus! Toy Bandems 5 figutnas trem 1990 


Brat Hat it (BickShit'Prk Panis)» Goiddust 






















(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING ¢; 
FEDERATION 
ieee os HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES . 
“all mint in package)"’ © WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURE 
| All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 


































‘2nd Series WCW Gaob 4 Inch Figures from 1920 Bret Har Talanka #4 Brutus Beefeake # 
Wader » Owen Hart © Uneetakes #2 WEW San Franciseo Toymakers 7 inch Figures from 19594-1907 Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man i? Berzerker 
et Hat Red Svc Pas) + Shaw Meh Ou CAL Sch mea Ws om 82 Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Moun Er Matar 
| AWA.S inch Rlomco Wrastling Figures from 1585 ) it 
= ow « Shaan Michaglc #3. 6 Sid © Brieh SERIES 1 Hacksaw Duggan #2 Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
prea iaae te : = Bee Each Bai has a back sirgp wth guid medallion Marty Janety Headshrinker Fatu Haadshrinker Sam 
4th Series WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS ee, : OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
Jerry “The King’ Lawter + “Stone Cold’ Steve Asin « Faarnog : at sable ee 2 ee Unimata Warior #9 (Porpla Trunks) , $500000ea, Teas TMD. ——eonnnneronnnn £50.00 
dustin © Hawk Bradshaw + Vader #2.» Hurlar Haare! Helmsley ant py gag Gir Wits cy eens ) Homey Tee Mary ae ae $40.0ea,  UKinale Warrior #1 Karen Tra - $35.00 
Sih Serias WE OFFER THEM IN 3 I WRG: Buy ary aitghe Beil ev $3.00 @ PROGR PEE enorme $95.00e8.  TYPMOO ree ee ere _.. $30.00 
"Stone Cold Sleve Austin « Sycho Sid» Rocky Maia’ 4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 contains: KERMA camer $90,000. Bat, Slug rrnna-—enes $30.00 
| Flagh Funk + Men Shamrock © Savio Viega 1 Word Heavyweight Bell, 1 Imemational Belt, 2 World Tag Team Batts Hk Hogen #3 (with Hulkaplew) . $30.00ea. Randy Savage (King w! Crown) ......... 530.00 
Siome Series 12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20,00 contains: Ted Diblase #1 (Black Suit}... $30.00e2, Brutus Baeicake #2 (White & Black) , $30.00 
Atened Johneon * Undersior » Crush + Ken Shamrock » dusin | RR aay ee A SSE ERE SHEA Fal es el net oe Ram Ren 
Signature Series SERIESS Co $25.00 ea, Razor Ramen #2 (win Black Veet) _. 
Hak #2 * Anmalf2 * Goldus a? ¢ Steve Aushn £16 Seat EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, | Figrer Rarer (with Purple Vest) . $25.0 ea. Hulk Hogan (Goria Press) bean 
Mankind #2 * Hunher Haars! Helmsley #2 We have 4 Diferent Kinds Avasebie: Jake the Smake Roberts... $20.0 ea. Hulk Hogan (with Holster Hog) — $20.00. 





1) (Light Hi i! donehip, 2) IMarcontinantal Champeonehip, 3) United Skates 
Champonahps 4) Griserweight Chanionship 


SERIES 3 
EACH BELT HAS A GREY STRAP WITH GOLD MEDALLION, 


OTHER JAKKS FIGURES 


"RINGSIDE COLLECTION Thi teohounencoat 


WWF Tag Team 2 Packs {2 PRUE in each a 


























: We have 4 Difierant Kinds Availabts: The Bushwackers #1 Lune A Butch)... 1 
SUNNY - $10.00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 11.7V Crampionsnp, 2} Euopean Championship, 2} Toghman Champion, 4) Alana Tha Rockers (Shewn & Marty)... $40.00 ar 


SABLE - 510.00 REFEREE - $15.00 , 
——— 2 WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Byy any single belt for $3.00 aach 
Liduarene 4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $5.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 

a 12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each, 

L. 
40 PACKS OF BELTS for $40.00 
You choose the assovtmenl trom any Sevies 1, Series 2 or Saries 3 
(Simply loll us how many you wart of gach ieind and make sure i torals 40) 
MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK - $4.00 eeto!4 MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 cal of 12 






1996/1 1 1097 WWE E BEND-EMS 


By Just Toys $7.00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50.0 
These are 5” bendable figures and are MINT in package 































1st Series 
NEW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING SSE ae Decl —._$7.00ea. Doh ___ 7.0002 Bret Hat __ $7.00 ea, lazer Plamen 67.00 
4th Series 2-Packs 54/2 Inch | zndSerien “ar < 
$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 Action Figures Bae! pak te hee ee 
FEATURED MANAGERS pro-wresiling Go BB) Gide! $7.00 a. Shawn Michaels 47.0002 Abmad Johreon $7.00 ea. Yokoouna £7.00 

Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan (1997-1994) vi Series 











Mason . | Finely detailed § 1/2 inch action figures are inported from Japan and ara based on 
Clarances & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero “Wildman Real Japanese Wrestlars of the New Japn Pro-Wrestling Federation. They are mint in | 
Man Trin Th there original package and each action figure is articulated af the shoulders. Very rare 
' | limited quantities! Wew JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 
$35.00 each or any 3 for $100.00 of ALL G for $180.00 
CHOOSE FROM: Great Mula #1(Black Pants) © Masahiro Chono 
Riki Ghosyu * Great Muta #2 (Red Panis) *K. Sasaki» 5. Hashimoto 


14 INCH TALKING 
UNDERTAKER FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 


JAKKS ITEMS 


fhe Soy. 7.00es Mare Mery. $7.00ea. © Peyote Sed. $7.00) 
ng Series 
Steve Msn 57.00.08. Pocky Mania $70es. Mankind... §7.00ea. Faarcog —.. 7.008 
re Series 
—_— "ite Amal. Pee. Unter #2 es igs Heat §700: 


ICIAL 


se 4 For 5" Bend-em figures wi exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Banc 
: em figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a caryin 
| case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 




















Sth Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


LEGION OF DOOM HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS — THE GOOWINS 


SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfflt) $10 Goldust$10 Steve Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hart $10 Mankind $10 Faaroog $10 
Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figuresfor $60.00 Set 


JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 

LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From: 

ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 | 

CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complete sel of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set | pm 








FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys) 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM 5-INGH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX, 
| $10.00 per set or 
| All 3 sets for $25 
| STEVE AUSTIN VS, BRET HART 


+ UNDERTAKER VS, MANKIND 
| AHMED JOHNSON VS. FAAROOQ 


























RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 
Comes With: Austin Amed, Faaroog, Mankind, 

Golddust, Helmsley $25.00 SET 























|WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 


|WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 
| Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 
| Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 
















OFFICIAL 












JAKES RIPPED AND RUTHLESS WWF WRESTLING a 
RIPPED AND RUTHLESS ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCHES TALL BOXED FIGURES MONSTER RING Ce ee ee eran rage ecuers 
Choose From: BY JAKKS 10 diflerant songs by Hulk Tie Boh | many oficial arana 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 | , | 05 fie eee OM Stewie cacaees. SIM) (ED Vegi A100 
(1996) Mint (n-Box made to fit" Action Figures-$30,0068. | Cassetie version oon. 500 Cassntie version. 17.00 CASE VERSION an... 17.00 





STEVE AUSTIN $25 Complete set of all 4 Ripped and Ruthless for $40 sat 







SHIPPING |S $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER BO PAGE SCI-FI AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED InEALE | . i 
ALL TIEMS ARE IN STOCK SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG @ CATALOG SEND $2.00 


SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 














ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-401-946-5720 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
: 1-401-846-8492 





INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 





All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
Copyright Owners. 












JOURS Monday- “Friday - 9 a.m.-S p.m. EST 
oO Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 




















Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


inders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
TAX c (ae Hours) - (401) 946-8492 








COLLECTIBLE WRESTLERS ASSO TMENT AA TWOW MAIN EVENT 
i TRADING CARDS 

WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by 

| Gardz Inc. These came oul in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 


Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Arm Seas etc. Some packs 
contain act) | inserted ee hed cards 






j.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 

otos are pul ma plastic sleeve for protection) 
hoose from: 

ve Underiaker Owen Hari 

snny 1-5 Vader British Bulldog 
arc Mero Shawn Michaels Mankind 


























6" WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 
























ned Johnson = Golddust Smoking Gunns ($2.00 per pack) (10 packs for $10. 0b) ck box for $25, 00) 
a oremoek) lane Fiontng Undersea | (All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers | 0 Complete set of 100 for $20.00Also iv valebe - Uncut Sheet of 
ree “A ras Sable #1 (back shol) 4 , | 50 WCW Cards for $20.00 sheet (great for wall hanging) 

4G Fe (IKI | ; : 

eo Randy “Macho Man” Savage ....cscerscscsscercrserscene G20,00 Ba, WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
pt WETS 10 Johnny B Badd (Silver tights) .......nsesssssssesoeees 19.00 a. | Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real CRETIpIORSTED belts, 
3.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) . | Ric Flair (green tights and boats) ... tees 100 a, | Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 
Tei ego ts plastic for Ft ce | Sting (pink and yellow tights)... neve @ 1000 68, | arana witha audience, Eachsetcontains Bieey 
, . Shawn Michaels | | Hulk ogan #2 yellow snirt wi i bal.. canehaneunaund $15.00 ea. | 15 inch tall figures and a WCW sign. -—— 
Vader #2 (black and req) ... cameron 91900 68. | $42.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 

















WWF Full Color 8x10 









yellow/red out). upineresine 910,00 88, 

























N= Hulk Hogan (Pre-rin | 
Framed Pictures Sing beck ad pink outfit) .., Pitas test a1 0.00 ea. WHESTUG BEAT oat 4 
, | | ic Flair (red tights) ... wees 910,00 82. mes with the Hollywood Hogan an 
$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 Big Bubba Rogers {hidbk pants und hat). "$10.00 ea. | Sting with removable steel cage 
Choose from: Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) ... vartinneerienne 910,00 BA. 

Austin, Undertaker, Sunny Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue i vereneees 910,00 Ba. | NG 

and Shawn 0 Generation x Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (r allow) resneuseasee 910,00 88, | 
| Booker T (ro Harlem Beal) beg heen a aa. cee ones Nast ee ORE 

tavie Ray (from Harlem Beat viterevtseseereeeess DIOLOO Ga, , 

Bee OU ae lites Gian (black tights) ... ssusstinarsrneantanenss 0,00 84. | Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros, 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS |. Complete set of ali 10 series 3 fi », 580,00 set pa 





































Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 
These are Supersize Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dolls = 
with a plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is — 
wearing a “Python Power” bandana, 


2 ‘eft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll....... $25.00 ea. 
9 Ve ft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $50.00 ga. 
| SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 


BUDDIES 18" STUFFED DOLLS 


< ; by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 

} ae They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that 
‘J E* were put oul a few years back. They stand 18° tall, 
=) Choose from: $25. each or (any 2 for $40.) 
Pierroth or Tinleblas 


NEW 90 WRESTLING 


VHS VIDEO BOXED SET 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - 
The Way It Was 1950's & 1960's” 


WCW WRESTLING RING = VOWS cg 
(Mint in box) $40.00 each ,, an: a 
with 4 electronic sounds and [iam 

removable steel cage. Ring 
size is 13 1/2" by 13 1/2” 





| BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo '00% cotton 

Adult Medium ....... $20.00.ea. Adult Large .........::. $20.00 ea. 

Adult X-Large ....... $20.00 ea. Adult XX-Large .........0...$22.00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt wi the Badstreet U.S.A. loge. 100% cotton. 
Adult Medium ....... $20.00 6a. Adult Large ......... . $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ... ve $20.00 84, 


Badstreet U.S A Black Baseball Cap .... .. $16.00 ea. 


“OFF THE STREETS" CASSETTE (1987) 
Featuring Michael the Freeberds and the Badsires! Band, produced 
Papa Avast ive 1957 by Gead Trek Prosicior ciel beamlets 





































97 wew Srd SERIES TAG-TEAM PACKS 
| RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 
| $25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 

Choose trom: Blue Bloods !!!! 
| Harlem Heat (blue outfits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) 
* | NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outtits 


WCW MONDAY 







THE CLOUT DANS BF 



































Fabulous matches containing: Gorgeous George, NITRO 1997 faaturing the hit "Badstreet USA" Factory sealed by Grand Tht Proce (1987) 
Gor tondel Vekee vam tenet 7 1/2" Action Figures CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each | 
Rogers, Fabulous Kangaroos and more (w/ vibrating action) BADSTREET U.S.A. - THE VIDEO (1984) 
$29.00 BOXED VIDEO SET $10.00 each or complete set VHS format will it any VCR, 2 hour video produced by Jimmy Papa 

— — of 8 for $75.00 rofessionally shot video. Quality is ve 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE | Choose from: IS 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES 


+ Starts with the actual music video of "Bad Sireat LISA" 

- Then showes a PM Magazine TV show showing the on location footage during 
filming of the video, | 
- Shows highlights from Texas Stadium Strap Match Freebirds vs. The Von Erichs in a 

6 man tag team match 

- Shows Freebirds vs Von Erichs the entire 6 man tag iam lithe match all 6 wrestlers 

in the ring al once anything goes 

«Shows another 6 mar tage loam male Fesbins vs. Missing, Achar and Supe 02 
- Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebinds in tha WWF debul. 

- Shows Michael Hayes and the Badsirael bands first musical concert as ha sings all 

his hits off “Badsireet USA" Album 

- Shows parts of another Badstreet concert from a Dallas Night Club 

- Shows another concert whera the Von Enchs come on stage which ends in fighting 

LI 

- Shows the sacond video “Boys are back in town’ with weesting highlights and shows 
the behind the scenes laping session. 


PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


60 PAGE SCI-Fi AND 36 PAGE WR NG 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG CATALOG SEND $2, o0 
SEND $2.00 FOR ACOPY COPY 


GRAB BAG 
Wrestling Eye, Wrestling Fury, PW, Wrestiing AY Stars, el.c (our choice) | 
1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


7CW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
| OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) 
ongs included are; ‘Don't Step | to Ron”: “Mar uss —_—— 


| Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan 
scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit Sting iw! tay 


































SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK | 

| HULK HOGAN & 

DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 

This is a 2 figure pack that 

| includes Hollywood Hogan 

and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 







DT": “Fresbird Forever" Simply Ravishing” ose Tg EY 
Johnny B Badd"; “The Natural”: “The Dragon”: | 
te's Smokin"; “Steinenzed” 

actory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) 















: | SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
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Fantasy Wrestling 
ON THE INTERNET 


Matches As Low As 
50 CENTS 


Weekly Cards 


Prizes 


Monthly Pay Per 
View Events 
CHECK US OUT AT: 
WWW. WrestleFWW.COM 


FWW is property of 
GreenFeather Enterprises 


Lightspeed 
Enterprises 
www.lightspeed1701.com 


Huge selection from both major 
Pro Wrestling Federations: 

|| T-shirts, masks, pins, championship 

belts, dog tags, bandannas, 8x10s, 

|| action figures, pennants, & more! 


Visit us at our virtual online stare! 
Secured Order Form Available 
http: //wan.lightspeed1701.com 
Email: crew@lightspeed1701.com 
 * Dept. PW#1 
PO Box 75, Cooper Station 
New York, NY 10276 
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ring with the greatest of ease. This big man . 
is one of many unusual characters The Bearer, Jim Cornette, and Sunny, 
Murphy commends him for it. y ye 


Was Randy Savage’s World Title Shot 
Kept Quiet?” October 1994), In this 
match, Bret retained his WWF title. 

I love wrestling, but I wish that 
when these wrestlers jump organiza- 
tions, they would bring their memories 
with them. | 

MICHAEL P. McCOY 
Baltimore, MD 


FREAK SHOW 


Most people were 
probably shocked and 
appalled by The Jackyl’s 
parade of human oddities, 
but not me. I[ loved it, 
even if dwarves and some 
of the other people he 
brought out can hardly be 
considered odd by to- 
day’s standards, 

I would also like to 
applaud Vince McMahon 
for having the guts to 
parade these people a- | 


| the future of wrestling and the future 
| of entertainment. The man is simply 
not afraid to take on taboo subjects 
| like race (NOD), sexuality (Val 
Venis, Sable), mental affliction 
(Mick Foley), and now human 
| deformity. 
Let all those who cry “Exploi- 
| tation!” change the channel to TNT. 
As far as I’m concerned, keep it 
coming, Vince. 
ERIN MURPHY 
Duxbury, MA 


| NOT A BAD IDEA 


With the year-end awards com- 
ing up, there is a problem. You 


should get rid of the Manager of the 


Year award. 
Aside from Bill Alfonso, Paul 


agers. You hardly ever see Jimmy 
Hart anymore. You should get rid of 
this award and fill its spot with the 
Best Finishing Move award. Guys like 
DDP, The Undertaker, Lex Luger, and 
Steve Austin work day in and day out 
to perfect these moves. They should 
be rewarded for that. 
ERIC HYDE 
DeKalb, IL (1) 





RUE CTS Pee er a ea baa a f aurerd tor Goat Finisher, LexiLiger’s 

| year-end award for Be nisher, Lex Luger’s 
work. It demonstrates “rack” might very well win. Reader Eric Hyde would like to 
why the WWF is clearly see this category replace Manager of the Year. 
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OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR T-Shirts by Trinity Co. WWF LIFESIZE 
36 PAGE CATALOG All T-shirts made from 100% cotton, All shirts come in adult and kid sizes. ST AN D-UPS 
WWE Wallpaper, WWE Kids as Ba Aduit gel tina eee 8a. by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Inflatable Toys, WWF Kids Medium Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large Lifesize Standups are full color 
| Bandanas, WWF Pogs Kids Laroe Adult Large Adult XX-Lange and actual size Eandueard 
and Slammers, WWF $30.00 each. 






Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diesel 


_ | Note: These are only available to our United States customers. We can not 
send these overseas to other countines due to size of thase. For U.S. custom- 
ars, must give sireel address (no P.O. boxes), 

| = | WWE TRADING CARDS : 





| Miscellaneous 
Collectibles, Ultimate 
Warrior Gomic Books, 
VWE Party Goods, Wrestling Magazines, WCW 
3al00b 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 



















r . | stling BAU Wes veman 
Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, Undertaker #2 Undertaker #3 © Shawn Michaels#l | by Topps (1987) Each == ears 9 sah ous ee 
; : Per pack of 10 pacxs tor 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards - Send $2.00 Special Deal - Ful factory bax of 36 packs tor only $20.00 
by Euro Flash 
WWF FULL HEAD MASKS (made a (haly-1091) Each pack contains 6 full color stickers (made for the 
ee European market) . 91.00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 







by Cesar Inc. (1997) 


FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL 

AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD. 
Bret “Hitman” Hart....... $35.00 
Shawn Nichaels .......... $35.00 






Classic WWE Trading Card Boxed Sel 
(145 card at Catalin men WWF iF cine like Andre, Hull, Ut, 
Warrior at: . = Perens or aetna 





















\ | ! iG 1 5 for 
the abova 145 sare sal This is ike a baseball card binder that oon- 
tains enough plastic sheet card protectors so you can pul in the entire 
aS tage Sa siete etictousunltariananeaiiten only $5.00 each 


Bret Hart #1 Bret Hart #2 Psycho Sid #1 










SYCHO Kid ...cscsesecssnesees $25.00 | , 4 ‘ren. AP eiiuo WWF 1! | 
GOIGUSE .esecsseecesserneeeee 995,00 | TF re | al ow WWF Action Packed TradingCards Proniiera Saran 1 
Undertaker $35.00 Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards. These 
Se As NA Aled ew eid are the best type of trading cards made, They look 3-D,Packs ran- 
domly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 














Mankind ......scecesserenses 00,00 








Randomly inserted autographed cards of the 
Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 
PRICES: 

$2.00 per pack 5 pecss for $6.00 

10 packs for $15.0 

| Complete set of all 42 cards for $20,00 
Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


| Ware Mero #1 «= Qwan Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Mariana #1 
Mare Mero #1 (Adull only) Goldust & Marken #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adull only) Head Bangers #1 (Adult Only} 
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4 PAGE LARGE STE FULL COLOR 
shies Ye Wes talc? Tomaya| yes mance yee ae vast ali tat WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (5 for $20.00) 
- STARS TOMMORROWS $15.00 EACH "eno TRIVIA QUESTIONS Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:!6, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 






| $10.00 EACH 
|WWE WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowladge to the mat with 


this facinating trivia game about WWF 
Wrestling. Contains 800 Questions 


WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT jcovering both old and new WWF HI Hart | [ il 
om nd 1990's | | rom: t 
Tile i shanonsassiiad Res Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Gold Sku 


‘ ‘ and Austin 3:16 logo 
has gold ridid plastic : 


with soft belt strap (1997) aU i ~~ | WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.00 each 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All each i = “PF Choose from: Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckle, oo 


Stone Cold Steve Austin Skull Belt Buckle 
WWF Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 
are $30. 00 Bach 


WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES _ 
by Rubio's Costumes (1996) Children's Costumes 
Undertaker « #/ jumpaull & mask 
Small (4-6) - $20.00 oa: Medium (6-10) - $20.00 ea: 
Lange (12-14 - $20.00 ea, 
papaya | a | ie _Bret “Hitman” Hert - wi jumpsuit & mask Larpe (12-14) - $20.00 ea 


WWF AIR 
FRESHENERS 
Complete set of 4 for $8.00 


Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 


WWF BASEBALL HATS 
$20.00 EACH 
1. Austin 3:16 

2. D-Generation x 


Raw ls War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, 
WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Rocky Malvia 


WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 

Choose from: Stona Cold Austin Skull, Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Mare Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 


LEGENDS $15.00 EACH 










































Whoop Ass Stone Cold 






$25.00 Austin Rattlesnake Austin 3:16 











WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of the Oficial WWF Champion- 
ship Wir Medallion, Adjustable ip te 31° wast 
Each bell fists all former champions balore 1967 
including: Buddy Rogers, Brung Sammartino, Su- 
perstar Bly Graham, lon Shik, Bab Backlund, Wrestlemania 
Wan Kolofl, Pedro Morales, and Hulk Hogan. 





















Austin 4:16 Smaking Shull Dude Love 
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Wrestling with Rhyme 

by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 
Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Poffo and his brother “Randy 

——— Macho Man Savage" exctusive for Figures Inc. customers 


ONLY $10.00 EACH! 
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(Continued from page 21) 


Mm with The Giant. 


But what is really 


oe on his mind? 


“Beating The 


¥q Giant is the only 


Fas thing on my mind 


Pa right now,” Sting 
yin) Said simply. “He 
y) turned his back 


on me and |’m 


y not going to let 


Wal him get away 


with it. As for 


} what Scott Stein- 
“vam er said, the Scott 


Steiner | knew no 


ry longer exists, and 


e088, 
\ pone that the, 
{jnext time he} 


sees Hogan, ay 


| swered. Though 


A ‘cage isn’t sepa- 

¢ ) rating them. We 

(4 think, because , 
$4 Sting isn't say-| 

. or. 
.imuch of any- 
Pestle. COs ele 





, 


the Sting he 
knew no longer 
exists, either.” 
(With that, Sting 
walked off, again 


| leaving plenty of 


questions unan- 


Sting may prefer 
to keep some 
of his thoughts 
shrouded behind 


tique was shattered. Despite his sto- 
icism and stone-faced opposition to 
the NWO, Sting was just a normal 
man after all. A normal man who 
could be beaten. 

Sting won the title again after it 
was briefly held up, but when he 
lost it to Savage after just two 
months as champion, he must 
have realized that he needed a 
new approach if he ever wanted to 
make it back to the top—and get 
back inside the heads of the vari- 
ous members of the NWO. With at 
least a dozen guys capable of 
becoming World champion itching 
for a title shot, Sting needed a way 
to reassert himself as a major play- 
er in the title hunt. 

When Lex Luger joined The 
Wolfpac, Sting saw his opportunity 
.. and took it. Now Sting paints his 
face black and red and is feuding 
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the face spain the man he calls his 

closest friend was willing to offer 

his thoughts on Sting’s behavior. 
“Things change all the time here 


in WCW," noted Lex Luger. “Why 
should Sting dwell in the past and 
try to answer a whole bunch of 
questions that are pretty meaning- 
less now? Sting and | may be on 
the same side as Kevin Nash and 
Randy Savage now, but we're both 
still working for the same goal as 
we were before; to try to strip 
Hogan of the WCW belt. The only 
difference is that we now have 
some friends who are willing to 
step to the plate to help us achieve 
that goal.” 

Perhaps Sting is trying to bury 
the demons of an all-too-brief 
title reign by ignoring the recent 
past. Maybe he’s trying to regain 
allies after spending far too long 
alienating the people who were 
once close to him. It could be 
that his confidence is shaken, or 
that he really does feel he should 
have joined the NWO in the 
beginning. Or maybe he’s still got 
Hogan's number and he’s just 
trying to keep Hollywood and that 
spray-painted gold belt in eye- 
sight. 

We just don't know! 

The only person who knows for 
Sure is Sting ... and he’s still not 
talking. 





Even when helping the awed: ‘Diamond” Dallas Page, Sting’s mind appears to be 
elsewhere. The World title, perhaps? Please let us know, Sting! 


What you can predict is that 
they'll have fun—often at your 
expense. Gunn and James like to 
find ways to get their opponents 
angry at them. Sometimes 
they'll do so via sneak 
attack, Other times it’s that 
little comedy routine they 
put on before the bell 
rings—the one in which 
James serves as ring 
announcer for the team. 
They get their opponents 
so mad at them that they 
focus only on pounding 
them and often forget their 
game plan somewhere 
along the way. 

The Outlaws’ use of 
psychology to lull their =" 
opponents into a false 
sense of security is ironic, 
considering neither per- 
former was previously very 
smart inside the ring. In 
fact, James spent most of 
his time as The Roadie § 
completely confused about j 
his identity. 

Deceptive as they may 
be, the Outlaws, however, 
are uncomplicated. Their 
chief strategy goes like this: 
Antagonize, cheat, steal, 
and beat the pulp out of an 
opponent until he gives in. 
And, if things still look 
bleak, force a disqualification by 
getting outside help and subse- 
quently turning your nemesis into a 
black-and-blue (and occasionally 
blood-red) mess. 

No opponent has been humili- 
ated by the Outlaws more than 
Foley. Both “Road Dog” and 
“Bad-Ass” have attacked him 
repeatedly, hurling him head-first 
through card tables and onto the 
hard ring apron. 

“It's really kind of sad, actual- 
ly,” said broadcaster Michael 
Cole. “After a while you begin to 






outlaws | 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee | 
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feel sorry for the guys the 
Outlaws have made their targets. 


You think they’re easy enough to 


beat, but they’re not.” 


ans 


“Bad-Ass” can be badder than Cactus Jack—and that plays 
psychological havoc with anyone who's about to step into 
the ring against the Outlaws. 


Like the Spanish Inquisition, the 
Outlaws inspire fear in their oppo- 
nents even before the clang of the 
ring bell. Surprise and a ruthless 


devotion to winning also play a 


hand in their success. Plus, what 
tag team would be successful with- 
out chemistry? 

“It has been a while since I’ve 
seen two guys work so well togeth- 
er, said legendary manager Capt. 
Lou Albano. “Maybe it’s because 
they need each other. I'm tellin’ ya, 
these two were almost on their way 
out of the sport until they came 


together. What a stroke of luck.” 

And a stroke of brilliance! How 
two once-mediocre' singles 
wrestlers found each other 
remains a mystery. 

some WWF observers 
have fingered Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley as the 
engineer behind the 
Gunn/James union. In light 
of the Outlaws’ relation- 
ship with DeGeneration X, 
this seems a reasonable 
hypothesis. 

But Helmsley would say 
only this: “Triple-H’ knows 
what he’s doing, and | know 
how to make people click. 
How do you think DX came 
to be? Through Shawn 
Michaels? Come on!” 

By joining forces with 
Helmsley and Chyna and 
) X-Pac, the Outlaws are 
even more daunting and 
imposing than ever. Not 
only do opponents have to 
watch their backs when in 
the ring with them, now 
they have to keep a look- 
out for “Triple-H”® and 
Chyna, who always seem 
to have a hand in the 
shenanigans. 

lronically, even though 
“Bad-Ass” and “Road Dog” 
have adopted DX’s juve- 
nile, lewd behavior, no one seems 
to overlook them anymore. 

“They are, no doubt, the most 
imposing force in the tag team 
world, bar none,” said Jerry 
Lawler. “You know, | wouldn’t mind 
being part, of their clique; God, 
what | could do for them.” 

Seriously, Jerry, what could 
you do for a tag team partnership 
that has become nearly invinci- 
ble? Maybe the question should 
be asked the other way around: 
What could The New Age Outlaws 
do for you? oO 
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- The “Hitman” uses his “sharpshooter” to contro! Curt Hennig, but one has to wonder 


press conference 


(Pete eee eee ee eee ee ee 2 ee | 





(Continued from page 23) 





why Hart wouldn't rather control the WCW World heavyweight title. 


succeeded in this sport because of 
my ability, because of the lessons | 
learned here in this very dungeon. 
I’m not planning to turn against 
Hogan, be sure of that. 

MURPHY: But by aligning yourself 
with Hogan, you've effectively 
removed yourself from the title pic- 
ture. Are you going to be content to 
see the World title defended against 
Kevin Nash, Lex Luger, and Randy 
Savage—all men you've beaten, | 
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might add—while you become a 
glorified bodyguard for Hogan? 
HUNTER: Is it that you’re afraid of 
Hogané : 

HART: | won’t even dignify that 
with an answer, and you’re damn 
lucky I was raised a gentleman or 
I’d show you what this dungeon’s 
all about, Liz. Leave it to you 
reporters to always try to reduce 
everything to sound bites and neat 
little packages. I’m not “removing 


myself” from the title picture, 
either. I’m letting Hogan handle his 
own business for the time being. If 
I’m so inclined, I’ll beat Goldberg 
for the U.S. title to keep me busy 
for a while. I’m going to be here 
for the long haul. I’ve got lots of 
time. 

LENKER: That’s something else that 
doesn't sound like you, Bret. Since 
when has the “Hitman” been 
patient? 

HART: Patient? Together with Eric 
Bischoff and Hollywood, I’m part 
of the strongest force in this busi- 
ness. Right now, Hogan’s got his 
time in the spotlight, and he 
deserves it. Eventually, it'll be my 
turn, 

MURPHY: So you haven’t given up 






For months, Hart was content to wrestle 
against competitors like Brian Adams 
(who’s now his ally in NWO Hollywood). 
Will his hunger for championship gold 
soon control his actions again? 


on the World title? 
HART; I’m too good 
not to be the World 
champion sooner or 
later. It will come in | 
due time. | can beat 
anyone in WCW, and 
everybody knows it! 
HUNTER: Why have 
you held out so long in | 
putting on the NWO T- 
shirt? That's really 
become a badge of 
honor to your team- 
mates, but | haven't 
seen you wear one at 
all? 

HART: My job isn’t 
selling T-shirts. My job 
is getting into the ring 
and coming out with 
my arm raised in the 
air. Am I doing my job? 
Try to track down 
someone like Curt 
Hennig. Ask him if I’m 
doing my job. He 
hasn’t asked me for 
any matches recently, 
has he? 

MURPHY: What are 
your feelings about The 
Wolfpac? Was your dis- 
like of them the reason 
you initially refused to 
join the NWO? 

HART: It’s pretty hard for me to 
respect any group led by Kevin 
Nash, | didn’t like him when he ran 
around with that punk Shawn 
Michaels, and | don’t like him any 
more now. With me, The Giant, 
and Hogan, you're talking 15 world 
titles. | think we’ve made our mark 
on wrestling. What has Kevin Nash 
done except be carried to a few tag 
team titles with Scott Hall? Randy 
Savage. Hogan works up more of a 
sweat trimming his beard than he 
does legdropping Savage through 
the canvas! Konnan? Luger? Sting? 
Come on! 

LENKER: Do you have any regrets 
about turning your back on your 
fans once again¢ 

HART: | could gave a damn about 
the fans. Today’s fans don’t care 





Hart has been extremely patient in waiting for title 
matches in WCW. A little too patient. Many believe ali 
a full scale “Hart attack” is on the way. 


tude. They want blood. They want 
winners. Fine, now I'll give them 
exactly what they want. Say what 
you want about Hollywood. The 
man is pure class. He is what every 
wrestler strives to be. Nash and his 
cronies are trying to take out 
Hogan to satisfy their own needs 


and to finally make a real name for | 


themselves in this business. I’m not 
going to let it happen. Bret Hart is 
stepping out of the shadows and 
reasserting himself in WCW. 
LENKER: Bret, thank you very much 
for your time. 

HART: Now catch the next flight 
back to the U.S., get back to the 
office, and make sure you spell this 
right: Bret Hart is NWO and pro- 
Hogan for life. And that’s just 
too sweet. C] 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
| Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who | 

| have worked for every major wrestling association 

| including WCW and the WWFI You are advised 
whal to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 

| and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- | 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 
* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wrestling! 
* Lisis addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 
schools « Tels you where to order boots, 


tights, efc., in US. and UK. © Charo i! |! 
Updated chapter about the NWO! | Rapa 

1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 





World of Pro Wrestling! 


| Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 
PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste, 256 Atlanta, GA 30929 


iMOVING?: 


i Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice 





lt Are you moving? If so, please give us i 
about wrestling. They want atti- | | 


8 weeks advance notice so we can , 
y continue to service your subscription y 
| promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- J 
ed below you subscribe to: 


(_] THE WRESTLER 
y _) INSIDE WRESTLING 


| J) WRESTLING SUPERSTARS/ 
WRESTLE AMERICA 


i) PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 
OLD ADDRESS 

CITY 

SAE, 7 © ee ee Sipe 


NEW ADDRESS 


I STATE > ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 
CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
DEPT 9, P.O. BOX 2029 
MARION, OH 43302 Sarasa: 


scons util eo aaah ema ge td ab pal roche coca 
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THREE PEAS IN A POD 


Wrestling fans might scoff at the statement 
that Jerry “The King” Lawler, Tommy 
“Wildfire” Rich, and Bob Backlund have a lot 
in common, but it happens to be true. Aside 
from appearing in this picture, these guys 
are all former world champions (Lawler in. 
the AWA, Rich in the NWA, and Backlund In 
the WWF), and all three have been among 
the most loved and hated wrestlers of their 
era, Lawler has been cheered ano vilified 
wherever he’s gone. Tommy Rich, one of 
the NWA’s most popular wrestlers during 
the early-’80s, now infuriates ECW fans, 
and Backlund, once a symbol of everything 
good about wrestling, took to breaking the 
rules in 1994. 





: WHO WOULD HAVE 
: THOUGHT ooo 
: Vince McMahon Jr. 
: poses with the late 
: Grand Wizard backstage 
: at Madison Square 
: Garden. Who would 
:; have thought that 
: McMahon, a budding 
; WWF broadcaster at the 
: time, would become one 
: of the most influential 
: figures in the history of | | £3 
: professional wrestling? ¢ ae , 
: With “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin on top of the WWF these days, 
: a current shot of Vinnie Mac smiling is very hard to come by. 
: We had to go all the way back to 1973. 
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: NO OFFENSE, 

: GORDON, BUT 

: KEEP YOUR DAY 

: JOB 

: After seeing 

| : Georgia’s reaction to 
~ : The Road Warriors, 

NO CHIP OFF THE OL’ BLOCK : legendary announcer 

Steve Wright—the father of WCW : Gordon Solie wanted 

competitor Alex Wright—pummels Dale :toknowifhehad ~ 

Lewis in this June 1974 encounter in Los : what it took to run 

Angeles, California. We’re not sure how —_: with Hawk and 

much Alex knows about his father’s : Animal. Here, Gordon 

career, but he certainly hasn’t emulated  : puts on his meanest 

dear old Dad. That much is obvious when : face while choking a 

you consider how Alex prefers dancing : bemused Hawk. Judging from the expression on Hawk's face, 

over fallen opponents to punching them. _: he probably told Gordon to stick to broadcasting. 
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Every boned month, Pro Wrestling Illustrated wil pore throug ah i its 


massive photo collection to bring you some of the most unique photographs 
the mat world has ever seen! 
















“I'LL GET RIGHT ON THAT FRONT 
QUARTERPANEL, MR. MacMAHON” 

Jerry Brisco posed with this nine-pound maul way 
back in 1975 during the formative days of the Brisco : 
Brothers Body Shop. Although Brisco is busy as a 
WWF executive, he still keeps a hand in the Tampa- : 


based business. It’s a smart move on Brisco’s part. 
With his role in Vince McMahon's war against 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin increasing, that hammer 
may come in handy. 


OLE eee eee eee eee eee Pree | | 





: in Nashville, 


; picture is indeed 
: worth 1,000 words, this photo tells us that Fuller (later 

: known as Col. Parker and currently as Tennessee Lee) 
: was just as sneaky and underhanded then as he is now. 


ONCE AGAIN, J.J. GETS CARRIED AWAY 


We bet Dean Malenko would sure like to see WCW 
Executive Committee Chairman J.J. Dillon get hauled 


| away in one of these babies after Dillon’s decision to 
| award Chris Jericho the WCW cruiserweight title back in 


June. The Mongolian Stomper had a less enthusiastic 
response, however, when Dillon—his manager—was 
locked in a cage and suspended above the ring prior to 
the sumer 1976 match against Jose Lothario. 





FFT 





: “SMILE FOR THE CAMERA— 

: OR I’LL SNAP IT OFF!” 

: Karl Gotch takes time to demonstrate the proper way to 

; execute an armbar and wristlock on Buddy Allen, who 

: willingly (yeah, right) volunteered to be his victim. Whether 
|: it was before or after a match, Gotch, the consummate 

: scientific wrestler, was never too busy to give his fellow 

‘ wrestlers pointers on their favorite holds and maneuvers, 

; especially if there was a a photographer present. 
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: HERE, KITTY, 


KITTY, KITTY 
: Make that here, 
: Bearcat, 

: Bearcat, 

: Bearcat. Robert 
: Fuller, with 

: clenched fists, 

: makes like a cat 
: and stalks 

: manager 

: Bearcat Wright 


at this 1975 card 


Tennessee. Ifa 
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By Mike Spillane 


OSHIAKI KAWADA cer- 

tainly didn’t have long to 

savor his win over Mitsuharu 
Misawa for the All-Japan Triple 
Crown. As things turned out, he had 
a mere six weeks, as Kenta Kobashi 
defeated him for the All-Japan 
International, All-Japan United 
National, and Pacific Wrestling 
Federation heavyweight titles by pin- 
fall in Tokyo on June 12. 

Kobashi finished Kawada with a 
lariat to become the 19th Triple 
Crown champion. He had also held 
the three titles for six months in 
1996-97. 

New Japan's Tatsumi Fujinami 
rocked the wrestling world by defeat- 
ing Shinya Hashimoto in defense of 
his IWGP heavyweight title in a 
match that almost everyone expected 
him to lose. The 44-year-old Fuji- 
nami has promised to defend the title 





Sea 


Kenta Kobashi claimed his second All- 
Japan Triple Crown by ending the reign 
of Toshiaki Kawada just six weeks after 
it began. 
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against all New Japan wrestlers. “I 
will not look past any challenge,” he 
told reporters in a postmatch press 
conference. 

One man Fujinami will not be 

wrestling anytime soon is Masa 
Chono, who recently returned to 
WCW along with Hiroyoshi Tenzan. 
Keiji Muto (The Great Muta) might 
join them soon. 
After Koji Kanemoto lost to El 
Samurai in last year’s Best of the 
Super Junior Tournament, most fans 
thought it would be quite some time 
before he would factor in the out- 
come of the tourney again, but 
Kanemoto bounced back and won it 
all this year. He beat Dr. Wagner Jr. 
to win the event for the first time. 

All-Japan Women superstar 
Manami Toyota is gearing up for 
what might be the most eagerly antic- 
ipated title match of the year. Toyota 
will challenge rival promotion 
LLPW’s top star, : 
Shinobu Kandori, 
for the WWWA 
title in August. This 
will be the first 
confrontation be- 
tween the two orga- 
nizations. 

Michinoku Pro 
stars Super Delfin 
and Gran Naniwa 
made their All- 
Japan debuts in 
early-June, sig- 
nalling the start of a 
talent exchange 
agreement between 
the two promotions. 
The timing could 
not have been: bet- 
ter, as All-Japan had 
recently announced 





plans to expand its junior heavyweight 
division by raising the weight limit. 
With several top juniors in its ranks, 
Michinoku Pro should be able to help 
All-Japan a great deal in that area. 

Perseverance has paid off for 
Michinoku Pro’s Naohiro Hoshi- 
kawa, who won this year’s JYB tour- 
nament. Previously engaged in tag 
team action with partner Masato 
Yakushiji, Hoshikawa hopes to make 
a name for himself in singles compe- 
tition by challenging long-time fan 
favorite Super Delfin. 

WAR star Nobutaka Araya 
recently broke his neck while 
attempting a moonsault press. He 
will be out of action for an indefinite 
period of time. 

The typically conservative 
Japanese wrestling audience has 
taken a grave dislike to the Frontier 
Martial Arts-based clique called 
Team No Respect. Led by Fuyuki 
and including such stars as Gedo, 
Jado, and Mr. Gannosuke in its 
ranks, Team No Respect often con- 
ducts interviews and wrestles match- 
es in only their underwear. Koji 
Nakagawa, the latest inductee into 
the group, betrayed the trust of for- 
mer partner Atsushi Onita and 
helped No Respect in a six-man title 
match. 

Soo da, sayonara! a 


Masa Chono’s feud with Kensuke Sasaki in New Japan will 
have to be put on hold, as he and Hiroyoshi Tenzan, the 
IWGP tag champs, plan to stay in WCW for a while. 
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S REPORTED LAST month, 
Promo Azteca has lost its 
time slot on the Azteca TV 
network in Mexico until the end of 
the summer. The bad news for the 


promotion continued when Konnan, . 
its top star, recently moved from 


Mexico City to Miami. 
These developments, koupled With, 


other internal problems and rumors , 


that several wrestlers aré-heading for 
rival promotions EMLL-and AAA, 


have led some observers to speculate’ 


that Promo is.on the verge of folding. 
But such talk Seems premature at this 
point. If:Promo Azteca can_tread 


water until it gets its TV slot back, it 


should beable to. Survive. 

In ‘other néws;,Vampiro Cana- 
diense, like many, Promo Azteca ‘Stars 
before him, ‘ts rumored. to) be negoti- 
ating with WEW. If: he signs, fans in 


Mexico should expects to see. less and 


less of him, 


Los Villanos competed on an 


La Parka will put his mask on the line against 
Pierroth Jr. later this summer in a Promo 
Azteca match. 


_ Mascaras, 





independent card at the Tijuana 
Municipal Auditorium before 4,000 


fans; losing in the main event to Mil 


Tinieblas’ Sr. 
Th.addition to the La ‘Packs 


Pierroth Jr. mask vs. mask match — 
scheduled for later this summer, - 
Promo Azteca ‘hopes to. sign a hair vs. 


mask match between Misterioso and 
Kiss in Tij juana, — | 
In AAA news, the fuds, Pavers: 
Los Payasos feud remains arguably 
the hottest,in Mexico:-The two_sides 


have squared off in several’ violent. 
matches and have also’ resorted | to 
interfering in each other’ s-bouts. “Mexican promoters have used for 


Expect a majoryshowdown between ~ 


these two.teams at ‘AAA’ 5 arma Ng 


TripleMania spectacular. ~~ | 
Los Batos Locos is the atest 
clique to surface in AAA. The rudo 


gtoup is comprised of former Promo. : 


Azteca star Nygma, Adrian, Picudo, 
and d Charly: Manson .. 


the UWA junior heavyweight 
between those two. 


to the aid of his father, AAA ref- 


4 ; . 
poe) cree Pepe Casas, after he was 


) attacked by Kickboxer. Metal 
| and Kickboxer are likely to meet 
in a series of streetfights in the 
coming months ... El Mohicano 
was the latest Mexican wrestler 
to have his hair cut when he 
dropped a hair vs. hair match to 
rival Oscar Sevilla. 

In EMLL news, one month 
® after defeating Brazo de Oro in 

'a hair vs. hair match, Gran 
Markus Jr. fell victim to the 
very same stipulation after los- 
ing to Brazo de Plata in Mexico 


_Tinieblas Sr., and 


title, igniting a major as 


Heavy Metal recently came 


City on May 29. Also on that show, a 
retirement ceremony was held for the 
legendary Fray Tormenta. Tormenta 
was a famous wrestling priest who 
also ran an orphanage. In fact, 
Tormenta was so well-known in 
Mexico that Sports Illustrated ran a 
feature on him several years ago. The 
in-ring ceremony saw Tormenta 
remove his mask and hand it to his 
son, Fray Tormenta Jr., and reveal 
himself to be Sergio Gutierrez 
Benitez. 
Rayode Jalisco Jr. is set to face 
off against Steele in a mask vs. mask 
match. This heated rivalry started 
last. year when Steéle defeated Rayo 


-in the finals of EMLL’s annual 


Grand Prix Tournament. It escalated 
recently when Steele returned to 
EMLL, arached Rayo, then set his 
mask on fire. | 

~ EMLE’s “Incredible Partners” tag 
team tournament held on May 15 in 
Mexico City ended with no winner. 
In this tourmey, a rudo teams with a 
_ technico—a- ‘promotional tactic’ ‘that 


years. The finals came down to.Cien 
Caras and Rayo de Jalisco Jr. vs. 
Steele and Atlantis, ‘but the match 
never officially got started) as both 
teams. started brawling: before the 
“bell rang. The‘mateh was Tuled a no- 
contest. J 


~ Jr. defeated Black ‘Demon, for™ 


Still going strong, high-flying veteran 
Mil Mascaras recently teamed with 
Tinieblas Sr. and Tinieblas Jr. to upset 
Los Villanos in Tijuana. 
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TOP 10 





TAG TEAMS 








(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 


(-] 256, Austin, TX 
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[-) 214, Minneapolis, MN 


] STEVE AUSTIN ] BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
252, Victoria, TX Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(1) WWE World champion (1) WWE World tag team champions 
2 BILL GOLDBERG KEVIN NASH & STING 
270, Tulsa, OK ‘ Combined weight: 616 pounds 
(2) U.S. ight champion (-) WCW World tag team champions 
3 KANE SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
345, parts unknown Combined weight: 447 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (-) ECW tag tec champions 
él KEN SHAMROCK MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
235, San Bernardino, CA Combined weight: 505 pounds 
(-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (-) IWGP tag team champions 
5 STING & HARLEM HEAT 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(6) No. 2 contender: WCW World title {-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5 THE UNDERTAKER 5 LOD 2000 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 560 pounds 
7 KENTA KOBASHI THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
26], Fukuchiyama, Japan Combined weight: 487 pounds 
(-) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 6) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
8 ROCKY MAIVIA 8 CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
272, Pearl City, Hl Combined weight; 457 pounds 
UL lel ear eect an sem iS 11 nentaeeers: 2 eg Bee 
9 TATSUMI FUJINAMI g THE HEADBANGERS 
234, Oita, Japan " Combined weight: 488 pounds 
-) IWGP i —~ (7) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
10 ROB VAN DAM -_—a 10 PUBLIC ENEMY 
237, Battle Creek, Ml - : Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(9) ECW TV champion Steve Austin {-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
WCW WWE ECW NWA 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: NWA Champion: 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN STEVE AUSTIN SHANE DOUGLAS DAN SEVERN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 252, Victoria, TX (C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (C) 265, Detroit, Ml 
1—BILL GOLDBERG 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 1—ROB VAN DAM 1—ROD PRICE 
(1) 270, Tulsa, OK (1) 272, Pearl City, HI (1) 237, Battle Creek, MI (2) 265, los Angeles, CA 
2—STING NE TAZ 2—COLORADO KID 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA (5) 345, parts unknown (3) 248, Red Hook, NY (1) 231, Denver, CO 
3—BOOKER T 3—KEN SHAMROCK 3=—BAM BAM BIGELOW J—DORY FUNK JR. 
(6) 250, Harlem, NY (-) 235, San Bernardino, CA (4) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (4) 250, Amarillo, TX 
4—THE GIANT 4—THE UNDERTAKER 4—JOHN KRONUS 4—MR. GILLIS 
(7) 430, parts unknown (3) 328, parts unknown (-) 256, Cleveland, OH [-] 221, Vancouver, British Columbia 
5—LEX LUGER 5—MANKIND 5=—LANCE STORM 5=—BARRY WINDHAM 
(8) 265, Chicago, IL (-) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (10) 234, Calgary, Alberta (10) 273, Sweetwater, TX 
6—CHRIS JERICHO | 6—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 6—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 6—S1D VICIOUS 
(10) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (2) 279, Greenwich, CT (9) 225, Waterbury, CT (7) 318, West Memphis, AR 
7—BRET HART. 7—XK-PAC 7—SPIKE DUDLEY 7—ERICH SBRACCIA 
(4) 235, Calgary, Alberta (-) 212, Minneapolis, MN (-) 155, parts unknown (6) 242, Boston, MA 
8—DEAN MALENKO 8—OWEN HART 8—AXL ROTTEN 8—DOUG GILBERT 
(-) 216, Tampa, FL (7) 227, Calgary, Alberta (-) 302, Philadelphia, PA (3) 241, Lexington, TN 
9—CHRIS BENOIT — 9—DAN SEVERN 9—CHRIS CANDIDO 9—RIP ROGERS 
(5) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (-) 265, Detroit, MI (8) 226, Carteret, NJ (8) 239, Cleveland, OH 
10—ULTIMO DRAGON 10—DUSTIN RUNNELS 10—JERRY LYNN 10—KING KONG BUNDY 


(5) 446, Allantic City, NJ 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 





For period ended June 30, 1998 


AAA: Champion—Perro Aguayo; |—Abismo Negro; 2—Pentagon; 3—Octagon; 4—Heavy 
Metal; 5—Fuerza Guerrera; 6—Cibernetico; 7—Sangre Chicana; 8—Perro Aguayo Jr; 9—El 
Corbade Jr.; 10—Lotin Lover. 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Moxx Justice; |—Donovan Morgan; 2—Moondog Moretti; 
3—Vic Grimes; 4—Vinny Massarro; 5—Robert Thompson; 6—Michoel Modest; 7—Erin 0’ Grady; 
8—Boom Boom Comini; 9—Tony Jones; 10—Frank Murdoch. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; |—Reckless Youth: 
2—Lance Diamond; 3—Inferno Kid; 4—Devon Storm; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Mike Quackenbush; 
7—Boogie Woogie Brown; 8—Mr. Ooh Lo Lo; 9—Mark Shrader; 10—Persion Prince. 


GRANDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—George Steele; |—Bob Steele; 2—Alexi 
Tokiarov; 3—Jake Lawless; 4—Mandingo Warrior; 5—King Kong Bundy; 6—Joson Lives; 7— 
Ron Starr; 8—Koko B. Ware; 9—Middknight; 10—Iron Sheik. 


MID-SOUTH PROMOTIONS: Champion—Kevin Northcutt; |—Mr. Wrestling Ill; 2—Rod Price; 
3—Elijoh Levoy; 4—Guido Buttafuco; 5—Crozy Joe; 6B—Kerry Rockwood; 7—Paul 
Edwards;8—Red Dog; 9—Stan Sweetan; 10—New Style. 


NATIONAL WRESTLING CONFERENCE: Chompion—Sabu; 1—Bobby Bradley 2—Greg 
Valentine; 3—Johnny Paine; 4—Jake Roberts; 5—The Russian Brute; 6—The Suicide Kid; 7— 
The Honky Tonk Man; 8B—Koko B. Ware; 9—Big Q; 10—Bret Sazio. 


NWA EAST: Chompion—Headshrinker Samu; 1—Quinn Magnum; 2—Gator; 3—T. 
Rantula; 4—J,B. Destiny; 5—Paul Atlas; 6—Brion Anthony; 7—Bubbo the Bulldog; 
8—Brandon K.: 9—Sean Evans; 10—Lord Zoltan. 


NWA NEW ENGLAND: Champion—trich Sbraccia; 1—Vic Steamboat; 2—Tony 
Rumble; 3—Knuckles Nelson; 4—Tre; 5—Curtis Slammdog: 6—Joy Koboin; 7—The 
Mercenary; 8—King Kong Bundy; 9—Trooper Gilmore; 10 —Dungeon Master. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Julio Sanchez; ]— 
Reckless Youth; 2—Lance Diomond; 3—Christian Cage; 4—Glen Osbourne; 5—Tiger 
Khan; 6—Sexton Hardcastle; 7—Dave Patera; B—Chris Krueger; 9—WMike 
Quackenbush; 10—J.R. Ryder. 


POWER PRO WRESTLING: Chompion—Title Vacant; |—Jerry Lawler; 2—Brian 
Christopher; 3—Bill Dundee; 4—Kid Wikkid; 5—Tracey Smothers; 6-—Billy Travis: 
7—Spellbinder; 8—-Moondog Spot; 9—Koko B. Ware; 10 —B_J. Awesome. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—George South; 
2—Black Angel; 3—The Baron; 4—Super Ninja; S—Ripper: 6—The Breeze; 7—The 
Bodyguard; 8—American G.1.; 9—Flaming Youth; 10—Cruel Connection II. 


PRO WRESTLING INTERNATIONAL: Champion—Mad Dog Johnson; |—Pete 
Lothario; 2—Bobby Perez: 3—Mr, Wrestling Ill; 4—Rudy Boy; 5—Juan Reynosa; 6— 
Solomon Grundy; 7—Kevin Northcutt; B—New Style; 9—Tito Sanchez; 10—Manny 
Villalobos. 





ALL-JAPAN 


NEW JAPAN EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI KENTA KOBASHI UNIVERSO 2000 KONNAN 
(C) 234, Oita, Japan (3) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan (C) 215, parts unknown (C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 1—JUN AKIYAMA 1—ATLANTIS 1—PIERROTH JR. 
(2) 287, Gifu, Japan (1) 230, Hiroshima, Japan (9) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico {1) 251, Cuernavaca, Mexico 
2—MASA CHONG 2—TOSHIAK] KAWADA 2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 2—PiIRATA MORGAN 
(3) 235, Tokyo, Japan (C) 245, Ashikago, Japan (2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (3) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
J—KENSUKE SASAKI RA TAUE 3—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 3—TINIEBLAS JR. 
(1) 233, Tokyo, Japan (2) 265, Chichibu, Japan (-) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 256, Moniclova, Mexico 
4—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 4—jJOHNNY ACE 4—NEGRO CASAS 4—SILVER KING 
(8) 225, Tokyo, Japan (4) 250, San Bernardino, CA (3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 5—GARY ALBRIGHT 5—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 5—BLACK MAGIC 
(5) 270, Tokyo, Japan (7) 343, Billings, MT (-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (4) 238, london, England 
6—DON FRYE 6—WOLF HAWKFIELD 6—ULTIMO DRAGON 6—LIZMARK JR. 
(-) 235, Sierra Vista, AZ (9) 272, New Port Richey, FL (7) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (6) 249, Acapulco, Mexico 
7—KAZUO YAMAZAKI 7=—TAKAO OMORI 7—FELINO 7—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(-) 182, Tokyo, Japan [-) 221, Tokyo, Japan (8) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—JUSHIN LIGER 8—MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 8—CIEN CARAS 8—TARZAN BOY 
(4) 206, Hiroshima, Japan [-) 245, Honolulu, HI (4) 235, Lagos de Moreno, Mexico (9) 205, Monterrey, Mexico 
9—BiG TITAN 9—BOBBY DUNCUM JR. 9—BLACK WARRIOR 9—PSICOSIS 
(10) 352, Calgary, Alberta [-) 275, Austin, TX (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico [-) 200, Tijuana, Mexico 
10—EL SAMURAI 106—TAMON HONDA 10—BLUE PANTHER 10—EL DANDY 
(-) 213, Tokyo, Japan (-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (10) 235, Jalisco, Mexico 


(-) 191, Tokyo, Japan 
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Almost ... but not quite! We were so close to doing it. Our 
ratings committee debated the issue for hours on end (okay, 
maybe that’s a slight exaggeration). But when it came right 
down to it, we just couldn’t do it. We 
could not make Bill Goldberg num- 
ber one in our overall Top 10. A 
strong case for him being the top dog 
certainly can be made. 

First and foremost, the man 
remains undefeated. He had won 
more than 100 consecutive matches 
as of press time. 

Second, no one who had dared to 
challenge him in, WCW had even come close to beating him, 
Think about it: Can you recall anyone getting a two-count on 
“Da Man”? And there haven’t been many one-counts, either! 

Third, he has stepped up his level of competition and con- 
tinued to dominate. Perry Saturn hasn’t been able to do 
much against him. Raven got run over. Even Sting had no 
answers for him when they met in an impromptu challenge 
match on June 13 in Pittsburgh. 

But for now we'll keep *“Stone-Cold”’ Steve Austin in the 
top spot. Despite what Vince McMahon says, we fee! Austin 
has been an exemplary WWF champion. Let’s see, he has 
beaten Rocky Maivia, Dude Love (and Mankind), Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, and Kane, just to name a few of his more 
worthy challengers of late. And the fact that Austin is a world 
champion does count for something. 

If Goldberg were to get a WCW World title match (are you 
listening, Hollywood Hogan?) and win that, then we’d have a 
real dilemma on our hands: Goldberg or Austin in the top 
spot? 

On the subject of ratings of a slightly different kind, the 
1998 “PWI/ 500” is just around the corer. It'll hit newsstands 
October 6. One of the many tough questions we'll have to 
answer when we compile this year’s “500” is this: Where 
does Goldberg belong on that list? He might still be undefeat- 
ed when it comes time to answer that question, but we have to 
take into account the fact that he did face a lot of mediocre 
opponents during the last year. And the fact that his repertoire 
is still quite limited (although this hasn't hurt him at all yet). 

Right now, “Stone-Cold” is the front-runner to grab the 





Bill Goldberg 
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number-one spot on that list, but does Goldberg belong in, 
say, the top five? Hey, The Giant almost got number one in 
his first year in the sport (he was second behind Shawn 
Michaels in the 1996 “PWI 500”), so in Goldberg’s case ... 
who knows? 


Good news for a change. It's 
about time we saw some bonafide 
tag teams competing in WCW, 
Maybe the federation’s tag team 
division isn’t dying after all. This 
isn’t to say we believe Sting and 
Kevin Nash deserve to be World tag 
team champions. Sure, they're capa- 
ble of beating any team in WCW, and they might just beat 
every one of them at some point, but J.J. Dillon and the rest 
of the WCW Executive Committee made a big mistake when 
they ordered a match between Sting and The Giant for The 
Great American Bash, with the winner getting the tag belts 
and the right to choose his championship partner. 

Should a tag team title ever be up for grabs in a singles 
match? 

And the fact that Sting, having beaten The Giant, got to 
simply give one of the tag team belts to Nash and proclaim 
him a champion made absolutely no sense. 

But at least there are some solid tag teams pursuing 
those belts again. Booker T and Stevie Ray have reunited 
as Harlem Heat and have already had a crack at the belts. 
Public Enemy, who, like the Heat, are former WCW World 
tag team champs, are making a bit of a comeback. They’ve 
made the tag team ratings this month. And let’s not over- 
look duos like High Voltage, Hugh Morris and The 
Barbarian, and Masa Chono and Hiroyoshi Tenzan (the 
IWGP tag team champs), all of whom are active on the 
WCW circuit again. Any of those duos could make a run at 
the WCW belts. 





Kevin Nash 


That’s all for this month! If you have any questions or 
comments regarding this month’s ratings or anything you see 
on this page, please feel free to drop us a line. Write to: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. C) 
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1996 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Exclusive scouting reports on 30 of 
-wrestling’s. best. PLUS—30 hilarious 
- full-page caricatures by PW/'s Jason 
-Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


“= 1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
We turn loose caricaturist Jason 
Conlan one more time (whether his 
subjects like it or not!). 30 scouting 
reports. 32 color pinups!. 
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1997 ALMANAC 1997 WRESTLING ANNUAL 


PWEINTER VIEW SPECIAL 
The authoritative wrestling: refer- Butt-kickin’, attitude-filled “pro-files,” One select “Press Conference” since 
ence tool. Full pay-per-view and - plus-a look at what we felt was ahead 1979, PWI's first year. Scott Hall, 


| Digest-sized. 196 pages! 


supercard results. Title histories 
- Every “PWE 500.” 1996 Stats, — 


in 1997 tor wrestling’s top stars. 


What's in, what's out. 100 pages! 32 


color pinups! 


Bruno Sammartino, Dallas Page, 


Kevin Von Erich, Ric Flaur, and more! 
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LOST WRESTLER j 
IN AISLE THREE... 
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lf you have been searching for a wrestling 


“magazine that is jammed with action-packed, - 


full-color photos, insightful writing, and is 
printed on ultra-high quality paper ... your 
| search has ended! | 


Introducing THE WRESTLING ANALYST. the S 


newest magazine from London Publishing 
Co.—the same folks that publish PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Published six 


times a year, THE WRESTLING ANALYST is ; 
the only all-slick, all-color wrestling magazine 


that covers the hottest stars from ALL the 
federations. 


In each issue, eight of wrestling’s biggest stars 


are thoroughly evaluated. For each wrestler, 
you get an in-depth analysis covering 20 
different categories, including offense, defense, 
experience, conditioning, stamina, power, ability 


to absorb punishment, and much, much more, _ 


Subscribe today and receive 15% off the cover 


price when you sign up for six issues. 


Subscribe for 12 issues and save even more—_ 


20% off the cover mice: 
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y London Publishing Co. i 
, PO. Box 2021, Dept. 9 : 
_ Marion, OH 43302 
t Ves. | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLING | 
l ANALYST! | have enclosed a check or money d 
| order made payable to London Publishing Co. j 
, oO provided my credit card information to charge é 
7 my subscription. 
j Ol have enclosed $20.14 for a 6-issue subscription J 
1 (a 15% savings) | l 
| C1 | have enclosed $37.92 for a 12-issue subscription J 
g(a 20% savings) f 
Name ‘ 
J Address : Apt.# j 
t city State. Ss Zip j 
i J 
! ao Check or money order (enclosed and iad i 
fl to London Publishing Co.) d 
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i the U.S., pay by international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to i 


eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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When teaming with “Too Sexy” Brian 
Christopher, young, arrogant Scott “Too 
Hot” Taylor can certainly expect his share of 
rough treatment in the WWF—from fellow 
competitors and fans alike. Here, Thrasher 
and Mosh, The Headbangers, drop “Too Hot” 
like a hot potato. Taylor and Christopher call 
themselves “Too Much,” but their good looks 
won't last very long if they continue to take 
falls like this one. 
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The PWI/ Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


SUBSCRIBE TO PW/ TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

« 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

e Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

e Four special expanded issues, including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” 


° reapips 2 del y right to your home 
« And, of course, The 1998 PW/ Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PW/ FEATURES 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can't get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope”... An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . .. Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don't forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 


i Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


[| | am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 


20% savings off the newsstand price! 


[} | am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 


25% savings off the newsstand rate! 


_] | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 


to cover postage and handling 


-] | would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 


have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


_|] VISA # 


[| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: /_ 
MOR 


= 


Signature: 


send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY_ STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 


receive your first issue. 


_ APT. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling — 


_ Illustrated magazine has all the inside information \ 


you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
_ you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you " 


want to see in the magazine. Dictate a.letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 

IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 

IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 





FX This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


“Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
Kids, get. yoursparents permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 





NX, 


~~) 
Ff | 


Ss 
~ 
Pee: 
o 
& 








4457/08-97 


| | a 
Gal | 
1 
| wt @ ©8086 
| ad ; 
| j * { 
| ‘ | - le i 
| | _" =a 
. s 






' 
1 =, =} = 
' 
| : el 
7] ' a . 
I | 











